
2 KINGS: HEZEKIAH’S FAITH 

Saturday, March 21 

Reading: 2 Kings 18-19 
 

2 Kings 18:5  Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the 
kings of Judah, either before him or after him. 6  He held fast to the LORD and did not stop following him;   
he kept the commands the LORD had given Moses. 7  And the LORD was with him… 

 

Ahaz had been the most wicked king Jerusalem had seen (2 Kings 16). But his son Hezekiah was 

the most godly. During his reign, the Assyrians destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel and 

threatened Judah. But this did not affect Hezekiah’s faith. He continued to lead his nation in the 

ways of God (see 2 Chronicles 29-31). However in the 14
th

 year of his reign the Assyrians attack 

even after the king’s attempts to appease them. They have conquered their way through the 

towns and villages and now surround the capital of Jerusalem itself. Hezekiah does the only 

thing he can do – he goes to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Notice that as he begins to pour out his problem to God, he starts with worship. He 

acknowledges God as the only true God, the Creator and Ruler of all. The threats of the 

Assyrians are no problem for the Lord for He is “God over all the kingdoms of the earth” 

(19:15). In our times of trouble, we often forget to worship and rush right into our needs and 

problems. But God deserves our praise in every circumstance.   

 

Next, Hezekiah lays his problem before the Lord. Yes, the Assyrians are mighty and have 

destroyed many other nations just as they claimed. But the king remembers that those nations 

served idols (19:16-18). They did not have the true and living God on their side. When problems 

arise, we can know that our God is stronger than anything we might face. “If God is for us, who 

can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

 

Finally, Hezekiah had the right motive for seeking God’s help. He was not motivated by selfish 

reasons but “that all the kingdoms on earth may know that You alone, O Lord, are God” (19:19). 

The ultimate desire of our hearts should be the praise and glory of God. We bring our petitions to 

Him so that when He answers others will see the power and goodness of God to His people. 

 

God hears the king’s prayer and the prophet Isaiah promises deliverance. That night the angel of 

the Lord strikes dead 185,000 of the Assyrian troops and sends Sennacherib and his army home 

with their tails between their legs. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The teaching that those who are faithful to God will never experience trouble but will be 

‘healthy, wealthy, and wise’ is false. Hezekiah was faithful and still the Assyrians came! 

Satan’s focus is not on those who are not living for the Lord. It is on those who are making 

an impact for God’s kingdom. Are you living for God in such a way that Satan notices? 

 

2. John Bunyan, the 17
th

 century author of Pilgrim’s Progress, wrote: “You can do more than 

pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.” ‘Pray 

first’ should always be our motto. God uses prayer to unleash His power and accomplish His 

will. Bunyan also wrote, “Pray often; for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and 

a scourge for Satan.” Are you pouring out your heart in prayer? 
 

 

READ THE NT: John 3 


