
EXODUS: CATTLE & LIVESTOCK & BOILS. OH MY! 

Friday, March 1 

Reading: Exodus 9:1-12 
 

Exodus 9:10  So they took soot from a furnace and stood before Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air,  

and festering boils broke out on people and animals. 11  The magicians could not stand before Moses  

because of the boils that were on them and on all the Egyptians. 12  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s  

heart and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said to Moses. 
 

With Pharaoh’s continued refusals to let the Israelites go, the plagues begin to intensify. The first 

four had been nuisances – each one a little worse than the one before. Now the plagues start to 

really hit hard on Egypt’s economy and physical health.  

 

For the fifth plague, all the Egyptian livestock die. But once again God protects His people and 

Pharaoh discovers that not one of the Israelite animals has died. But even seeing this proof does 

not soften his heart toward God. 

 

The sixth plague of boils occurs with no warning. Moses simply throws a handful of soot in the 

air in Pharaoh’s presence and festering boils break out on the people and the animals. The court 

magicians are humiliated and in so much pain that they cannot even stand with Pharaoh to 

oppose Moses.  

 

This time we read that “the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart.” Despite being given many 

chances, Pharaoh had hardened his heart against God so many times that it was now too late. 

 

LESSON ONE: “From Bad To Worse.” As Pharaoh continued to reject God and His word, the 

plagues intensified on himself and his people. This is true of sin and rebellion in our lives as 

well. The more we resist God the worse things get. And our sin usually affects more people than 

just ourselves. The lives of those around us are impacted by our disobedience. Is there anything 

you know God wants you to do that you are resisting? What steps might you need to take to get 

back into the center of God’s will? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Pharaoh’s Hard Heart.” God had told Moses that He would harden Pharaoh’s 

heart (4:21; 7:3) but this is the first time He has done so. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart only 

after Pharaoh had hardened His own heart numerous times. This makes me wonder: Does there 

come a point when people have rejected the gospel so many times that their hearts are hardened 

and they can no longer receive it? I don’t want to find out! How much better to keep a soft heart 

before the Lord be obedience and building our relationship with Him. What are some things that 

might draw you away and make you hard to the things of God? What steps might you need to 

take to rid your life of these “heart hardeners”? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Deuteronomy 24-26; Luke 1 


