
1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S TRAGIC END 

Sunday, March 1 

Reading: 1 Samuel 28, 31 
 

1 Samuel 28:5  When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 6  He inquired  
of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets.  7  Saul then said to his 
attendants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so I  may go and inquire of her.” 

 

In literature, a tragedy is defined as “a dramatic composition dealing with a serious or somber 

theme, typically that of a great person destined to downfall or destruction through a flaw of 

character or conflict with some overpowering force.” 

 

This is an apt description for the life of King Saul. Saul started off well. In fact, in his rebuke, the 

prophet Samuel reminded Saul of his potential.   
 

“When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel?   

And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel?” (1 Sam. 15:17). 
 

But Saul’s tragic flaw was that he trusted in his own ability and emotions instead of trusting in 

the Lord. He always followed his own will instead of the will of God. As the battle with the 

Philistines approached, Saul is terrified and “inquired of the Lord.” However we know this was 

not a heartfelt cry of repentance or God would have answered. Instead, Saul is merely trying to 

get God to bail him out of trouble. When God doesn’t answer, Saul seeks the aid of a medium or 

witch, an act God had strictly forbidden (Deut. 18:10-12). The sudden appearance of Samuel 

shocks even the witch (proof that she was not expecting to really conjure up the dead prophet). 

The ghostly image of Samuel delivers God’s tragic verdict: 
 

1 Samuel 28:17  The LORD has done what he predicted through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom out of 

your hands and given it to one of your neighbors--to David. 18  Because you did not obey the LORD or carry 

out his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 19  The LORD will hand 

over both Israel and you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The LORD will 

also hand over the army of Israel to the Philistines." 
 

Instead of being remembered as a great war hero, both he and his sons die in the coming battle. 

Instead of being remembered as the king who united the twelve tribes, his army and the nation 

are scattered and the Philistines take over their cities. Instead of having a hero’s funeral, Saul 

commits suicide and is dishonored by his enemies. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. May we learn from Saul the lesson of obedience. He never repented of this sin of 

disobedience and it cost him everything. May we be people who seek God’s will, obey God’s 

word, and follow God’s plan. 

 

2. When we ignore our relationship with God our hearts become hard. Saul had started off 

humble and felt unworthy to be king. But as his pride grew, his faith in God diminished. He 

always did things his way instead of God’s way. This led to disobedience to God’s Word 

(13-15), the murder of God’s priests (21-22), and the persecution of God’s chosen king (18-

26). Worse, he ignored his own conscious. His “I have sinned” never led to true repentance. 

In the end, his heart was so hard that even Satanic methods seemed acceptable to him. Where 

are you in your walk with God? Is your heart soft to His leading or hard because of 

selfishness and disobedience? 
 


