
PLAYING AT FAITH 

Friday, March 19 

Reading: Luke 7:24-35 
 

Luke 7:26  But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27  This  

is the one about whom it is written: “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.’ 28  I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who  

is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

After John’s messengers leave, Jesus turns to the crowds who have been listening to the 

conversation. He didn’t want them to get the wrong idea about John. He reminds them that 

unlike the flimsy reeds that grew by the Jordan River, John was a courageous man who stood 

strong for the truth. They did not go out to the wilderness to see a rich man in expensive robes. 

They had gone out to see a prophet! Jesus confirms that John was the greatest prophet. He was 

the fulfillment of God’s promise to send someone to prepare the way for the Savior (quoting 

Malachi 3:1). Though Jesus proclaims John the greatest prophet ever born, He reminds this 

crowd that those who would belong to His kingdom were more honored. John died before the 

cross and would never experience the permanent indwelling presence of the Spirit that all 

believers have experienced since the cross. We have a blessing that John never knew. We can 

have a personal relationship with God through the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Next, there is an obvious contrast between the crowds and the Pharisees. The common people 

and even sinful tax collectors had received John’s message of repentance and were thus prepared 

to receive Jesus. They realized that God’s way was right. However, the Pharisees, who should 

have recognized the truth when they heard it, refused John’s message and thus rejected Christ as 

well.  

 

Jesus responds to their unbelief by comparing them to children playing in the streets. They play 

pretend and call others to come join them – to dance when they say and cry when they say. John 

and Jesus would not play by their rules so the Pharisees would not listen to them. John’s simple 

lifestyle and message made them say John was demon-possessed. Yet here was Jesus at the 

opposite extreme. This verse tells us that Jesus enjoyed life. He celebrated it! But the Pharisees 

criticized Jesus as serving His own pleasures and hanging out with the wrong people. They 

rejected God’s will and clung to their own rules and regulations. However, those who listened to 

the message of John and Jesus were wise. They proved that God’s Word was true and they 

followed Christ. 

 

The Pharisees were merely ‘play acting.’ They did not possess a real faith. If you didn’t do what 

they said and followed their rules they condemned you. They had no time for the spiritual truth 

found in the message of John and Jesus. So many people today don’t have time to listen to God’s 

Word. Their lives are filled with their own desires and ideas that crowd out everything else.  

 

Are you ‘playing at faith’ or are you ready to “acknowledge that God’s way is right” and follow 

Christ no matter what others think? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Samuel 1-3; Luke 16 


