
2 KINGS: JEHU’S HALF-HEARTED REIGN 

Thursday, March 19 

Reading: 2 Kings 9-10 
 

2 Kings 10:28  So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel…31  Yet Jehu was not careful to keep the law of  
the LORD, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, which he  
had caused Israel to commit.  

 

When a surgeon finds a tumor in his patient he cuts it out. That is what God had called Jehu to 

do. He was God’s instrument to cut Baal worship out of Israel. For over 30 years, the cult of Baal 

had dominated the nation under the leadership of Ahab, his wicked queen Jezebel, and their 

family. Now it was time to remove this evil from the country. Jehu does an efficient (and brutal) 

job of removing the house of Ahab and the worship of Baal from Israel. But he made a critical 

mistake.   
 

Yet Jehu was not careful to keep the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn  

away from the sins of Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to commit. (2 Kings 10:31) 

 

When the kingdom was divided by civil war after the death of Solomon, Jeroboam became the 

first king of the northern kingdom (Israel). He was afraid his people would return to Jerusalem to 

worship at the Temple and thus fall under the control of the southern king, so he set up two 

golden calves for the people to worship instead (echoes of the Israelites at Sinai - see Exodus 32; 

compare to 1 Kings 12:25ff). It was now almost 100 years later and the people were still 

worshipping these statues. Jehu had destroyed Baal worship but continued the false worship of 

these calves.  

 

When a surgeon finds those tumors in a body, it does no good if he only cuts out most of the 

growth. The parts that remain will continue to grow and infect the patient. So it is in our spiritual 

lives. Jehu seems to have at least a measure of zeal for God but it did not penetrate to his heart. 

He allowed his own ambition to control him and compromised by not totally cutting out the 

“cancers” from Israel. Because of this, he was punished and the nation was doomed to eventually 

go into exile for their sins. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. “How can there be peace as long as all the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother Jezebel 

abound?” This statement by Jehu makes an interesting point. True peace comes from God. A 

government or nation that does not have obedience to God at its core will not have peace. We 

need to pray for our nation that God will change hearts so we can truly have peace that only 

comes from the Prince of Peace. 

 

2. Jehu had all the qualities to be a good king. He had obeyed God’s command and destroyed 

the wicked house of Ahab and the grotesque cult of Baal. God had given Jehu great strengths 

and abilities that would have taken him far if he had used them for God. Instead he used them 

for his own advantage and compromised his allegiance to God with the golden calves. The 

gifts and abilities we have come from God and are used to their greatest usefulness under His 

control. Are you using the gifts and abilities God has given you for His glory or your own? 

 

3. Do you have some “golden calves” in your life? Have you eliminated the “big” sins but 

allowed some of those smaller “comfortable” sins to remain? If so, take a lesson from Jehu. 

Cut out all the sin from your life so that God can continue to use you and bless you.   
 

READ THE NT: John 1 


