
DOUBTING FAITH 

Thursday, March 18 

Reading: Luke 7:18-23 
 

Luke 7:22  So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and  
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear,  
the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23  Blessed is anyone who does  
not stumble on account of me.” 

 

John the Baptist has been sitting in Herod Antipas’ prison.  His disciples have been bringing him 

reports of what Jesus was doing and Jesus’ actions confused him.   

 

Doubts Dispelled (7:18-23) – Why did John doubt the identity of Jesus? He had seen the heavens 

opened and heard the voice of the Father at Jesus’ baptism. He himself had declared Jesus to be 

“the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). But Jesus was not meeting 

his expectations of what the Messiah would do. John had preached that the One that was coming 

would baptize with fire and separate the wheat from the chaff. But Jesus was not bringing 

judgment. He was even helping a Roman soldier! Where was the kingdom of God he had 

preached about? 

 

Jesus answers John’s doubts with the very miracles that had been reported to him. Jesus refers to 

Isaiah’s prophecy of what the Messiah would do. 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 

those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord” (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  Then the lame shall 

leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing” (Isaiah 35:5-6) 
 

The very miracles Jesus did were signs that He was the Messiah. Jesus concludes His message 

by saying “Blessed is anyone does not stumble on account of Me.” The word stumble means 

‘trapped.’  Jesus was saying, “Don’t fall into the trap of false expectations. God’s blessing comes 

to those who believe in what He is doing and have faith in Who He is. We are never told what 

John’s reaction was to this message. However, by the way he stood strong and died for his 

convictions tells me that Jesus had dispelled his doubt. 

 

Do you have a DOUBTING FAITH?  John did not see Jesus acting the way he expected and 

began to have doubts about what he had known to be true. Likewise, the faith of many people 

today wavers when Jesus does not meet their expectations. We must always remember that Jesus 

does not always work in the ways we would want.  
  

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For as the  

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than  

your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).   
 

Faith is trusting even when we don’t understand or see what God is doing. 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Ruth 1-4; Luke 15 


