
CONFUSED FAITH 

Wednesday, March 17 

Reading: Luke 7:11-17 
 

Luke 7:15  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 16  They  
were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has  
come to help his people.” 

 

This story is unique to Luke. It is a very touching picture. Nain is located about 6 miles south-

east of Nazareth. It is about a day’s journey from Capernaum where Jesus had healed the 

centurion’s servant. His disciples and a large crowd have followed Him. Imagine the two crowds 

as they approach each other. At the lead of one crowd is the Lord Jesus. At the lead of the other 

crowd is a grieving mother leading the funeral procession for her only son. All hope is lost! With 

her husband gone, her son was her last means of support and now he was dead. Jesus’ “Do not 

weep” would be an empty, cruel statement spoken by anyone else. But Jesus is about to give her 

back her hope by raising her son to life. In compassion, Jesus touches the bier on which the body 

was being carried. With a simple statement, the dead son sat up and began talking. (I wonder 

what he said!) This is the first resurrection attributed to Jesus. 

 

The remark that “they were all filled with awe” is obviously and understatement as they have just 

seen a dead man sit up and start talking. They realized a miracle from God has taken place but 

are confused as to the identity of the One who raised him. They believe Jesus to be a “great 

prophet,” probably thinking back to the days of Elijah and Elisha who did such miracles. While 

they are correct in saying that “God has come to help His people,” they do not realize that it is 

God the Son who is standing in their midst! 

 

Do you have a CONFUSED FAITH? Many people today are like this crowd. They have a false 

or incomplete understanding of who Jesus is. They may consider Him a great prophet or a good 

teacher. But they do not accept Him as Lord and God! 

 

This story reminds us of the power of Christ to give life to what was dead. It is a picture of the 

new life He gives to us who were “dead in transgressions and sins”  
 

Ephesians 2:1  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins...4  But because of His great love for 

us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 

grace you have been saved. 6  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms 

in Christ Jesus, 
 

We need not be confused about Christ’s love for us. Just as Jesus did for this grieving mother, 

His compassion meets us at our deepest need. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Judges 17-21; Luke 14 


