
2 KINGS: PROPHET OF FIRE 

Tuesday, March 17 

Reading: 2 Kings 1-2 
 

2 Kings 2:11  As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of  
fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12  Elisha saw  
this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. 

 

These chapters confirm to us why Elijah is known as the prophet of fire. The new king, Ahab’s 

son Ahaziah, is injured. But instead of seeking God, he sends messengers to Baal-Zebub, the god 

of Ekron. Elijah intercepts them and delivers the message that because Ahaziah did not turn to 

the Lord he will surely die. 

 

Upon hearing this message, the king sends several large groups of soldiers to capture Elijah and 

each one are consumed by fire that falls from heaven at Elijah’s command.  The third 

commander approaches the prophet in humility and begs for his life. Elijah goes with this man to 

see the king. But the Lord’s message has not changed. Ahaziah still dies for his rejection of God! 

 

Elijah is one of only two people in history who did not experience physical death (Enoch is the 

other one). As Elijah and Elisha make their final rounds visiting the schools of the prophets 

Elisha is repeatedly warned of Elijah’s departure, testing his faith and commitment. Elijah parts 

the Jordan River with his cloak and they cross on dry ground. 

 

Before he leaves, Elijah wants to grant Elisha one final request. Elisha’s answer is a big one - He 

wants a double portion of the spirit Elijah had displayed. This was something that the prophet 

could not fulfill himself but he told Elisha that if he saw Elijah leave that would be a sign that 

God had granted his request. 

 

Suddenly a chariot of fire separated the two men and Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind 

(not in the chariot!). Elisha saw all this and cried out, “My father!  My father! The chariot and 

horseman of Israel!” (singular in Hebrew; not plural as in NIV).  He then picks up the cloak that 

Elijah had left and strikes the water with it! The Jordan again parts proving that Elisha’s request 

has been granted and he is now God’s prophet to the people of Israel, endued with God’s power. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Ahaziah probably sent his armies to intimidate Elijah into changing God’s message. It didn’t 

work! How does our society today try to get us to change God’s truth? Do we stand firm on 

God’s Word or do we compromise to fit in? 

 

2. By calling Elijah “my father”, Elisha was recognizing that the prophet had been a spiritual 

father/mentor in his life. Do you have a spiritual mentor who has helped you grow in your 

faith? Is there someone with whom you can share what God has taught you? 

 

3. Chariots were symbols of military strength. By calling Elijah “the chariot and horseman of 

Israel” Elisha was recognizing that the presence of God with Elijah had been a protecting 

force for Israel. He had been like an army standing against the forces of evil. What would 

people say about you after observing your spiritual life?  
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 23 


