
SURPRISING FAITH 

Tuesday, March 16 

Reading: Luke 7:1-10 
 

Luke 7:9  When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said,  
“I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 

 

Many times people have been amazed by Jesus, but this is one of the few people who amaze 

Jesus. This Gentile soldier was the captain of 100 men. And yet he cared deeply for his servant. 

 

A Worthy Soldier (7:1-5) – This man is impressive. This Roman centurion has gained the respect 

of even the religious elders of his community. They beg Jesus to help him because he “was 

deserving.” They inform Jesus that the centurion loves Israel and has even built their synagogue. 

This man is obviously a “God-fearer” – the name given to foreigners who have not become Jews 

(through circumcision) but still worship the true God. 

 

His ‘Unworthy’ Attitude (7:6-10) – This was a powerful man of authority and yet he does not 

feel worthy for Jesus to even come to his home. He is a man who understands authority. He has 

officers above him that he obeys and he in turn is in charge of 100 soldiers. He knows when he 

gives a command it will be carried out. His faith tells him that Jesus has a greater authority. He 

does not need to be present to heal his servant. He believes one word from Jesus and it will be 

done! 

 

This faith amazed Jesus. While most of the Jews couldn’t see Jesus for who He was, this Gentile 

soldier put his faith fully in the Lord. He believed Jesus could do the impossible! This kind of 

faith pleased Jesus and He praised the centurion for it! He proclaims that this Gentile had shown 

more faith than the people of Israel. Do we have the kind of humble faith to trust Jesus to do the 

impossible in our lives? 

 

Too often our faith is small. We do not bring our requests to the Lord because deep down we 

doubt it will do any good. We need faith like this centurion. He not only believed in Jesus’ power 

to heal, he believed that Jesus could do so without even being there personally!  

 

Do you have a SURPRISING FAITH? The kind of faith that understands that though you are 

unworthy of Christ’s help, He is there to provide for and help you in your life? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Judges 13-16; Luke 13 


