
2 KINGS: KINGDOMS IN CRISIS 

Monday, March 16 

Reading: 2 Kings 6-7 
 

2 Kings 6:15  When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army 

with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked.  

16  “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.” 17  And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the 

servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
 

2 Kings continues the history of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. It begins with the ministry of 

Elisha in Israel and ends with the exile of Israel by the Assyrians (chapter 17) and Judah by the 

Babylonians (chapter 25). Like the story of Elisha in today’s reading, God was with His people 

even when they disobeyed. The exile of the people from the land had been predicted 

(Deuteronomy 4:25- 31; 1 Kings 8:46-51) and was God’s discipline to tear Israel away from 

their idols and bring them back to the living God. 

 

AUTHOR: Uncertain. Like Samuel, Kings is one book in the Hebrew Bible. Jewish tradition 

suggests the prophet Jeremiah authored Kings. It could also have been written by the school (or 

company) of the prophets we meet in these books. These were men who were called by God and 

were learning ministry from the more experienced prophets. 

 

OUTLINE OF 2 KINGS: 

 

(1) Departure of Elijah    2 Kings 1-2    

(2) Ministry of Elisha    2 Kings 3-8 

(3) Jehu Destroys the House of Ahab  2 Kings 9-10 

(4) Reign of Athaliah & Joash in Judah  2 Kings 11-12 

(5) Misc. Kings of Israel & Judah   2 Kings 13-16 

(6) Fall of Israel     2 Kings 17 

(7) Reign of Hezekiah & Mannaseh  2 Kings 18-21 

(8) Reign of Josiah to the Fall of Judah  2 Kings 22-25 

 

Though the people of Israel were in rebellion against God, He did not abandon them. He sent 

prophets and a few godly kings in the southern kingdom to call them to repentance. As we read 

the book of 2 Kings, notice what we learn about the faithfulness of God and His desire to have 

fellowship with His people. 

 
Deuteronomy 32:3  I will proclaim the name of the LORD. Oh, praise the greatness of our God!  

4  He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no  

wrong, upright and just is He.” 

 

When we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 22 


