
UPSIDE-DOWN LOVE 

Saturday, March 13 

Reading: Luke 6:27-36 
 

Luke 6:31  Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32  “If you love those who love you, what credit 
is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33  And if you do good to those who are good to you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 

 

Jesus continues His teaching of the Upside-Down Kingdom by describing a different display of 

love for His followers: 

 

Love Your Enemies (6:27-28) – The motif of the day was “Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy” (Matthew 5:43). However, Jesus’ command is that love has no barriers. His disciples are 

to love all people despite their unworthiness or hostility. The word for love here is agape, the 

same kind of love that God shows sinful humanity. This loving attitude is not just to be 

something held in the heart. It is to spill over in a disciple’s actions. They are to do good, bless, 

and pray for those who hate, curse, and spitefully use them.   

 

Turn the Other Cheek (6:29-30) – Jesus gives a few examples of how disciples are to show love 

in persecution. They are to turn the other cheek. The normal response to a slap would be to fight 

back, but Jesus’ command is an attitude that says, “I will not retaliate and if need be I am ready 

to take another blow.” The other example Jesus gives is if you are being robbed of your coat, 

offer your shirt as well. The idea is not so much being passive under abuse, but a spirit of 

forgiveness. This is the attitude Christ displayed on the cross. A giving and forgiving attitude 

confounds the people of the world. They hold on to material possessions till their fingers turn 

blue. Disciples have a loose grip on the temporal knowing that God will provide their needs and 

has eternal rewards awaiting them in heaven. 

 

Do Unto Others (6:31) – This is often called the Golden Rule. Many other religions state a 

similar principle in a negative way. Confucius said, “What you do not want done to yourself, do 

not do to others.” This negative principle is fairly easy to keep. It is much simpler to avoid doing 

bad things to people that you do not want them doing to you. However, Jesus states this in a 

positive way. This requires action on the part of Jesus’ disciples. It is much more difficult to take 

the initiative in doing good. 

 

Be Merciful (6:32-36) – The disciple’s love is to be a mirror of God’s love and mercy. It is not a 

love based on the actions of others. To only love and do good to those who reciprocate is no 

different than what the sinful world does. Christ’s disciples are different because they love, do 

good, and give expecting nothing in return. In this they reveal that they are “sons of the Most 

High” for God is kind to an unthankful and evil world. 

 

Christians are to have a higher standard and a deeper love than what the world displays. We are 

to emulate our heavenly Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Can the world see Christ through the 

way you love?  
 


