
1 KINGS: CIVIL WAR 

Friday, March 13 

Reading: 1 Kings 12-13 
 

1 Kings 12:16  When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king:  

"What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse's son? To your tents, O Israel! Look after your  

own house, O David!”…19  So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 
 

Rehoboam had been born about the same time that his father Solomon had become king. He had 

grown up in the splendor of Solomon’s kingdom only to see the kingdom begin to fall as his 

father turned from God. The northern ten tribes request that the new king lighten the heavy taxes 

and forced labor that Solomon had imposed on them. Rehoboam ignores the advice of the older 

advisors in favor of his peers who suggest that to give in would make him appear weak. So 

Rehoboam foolishly makes harsh, threatening statements about what he will do to the people. 

 

Led by Jeroboam, the northern tribes reject Rehoboam as king and form their own nation with 

Jeroboam as king. The northern ten tribes become the nation of Israel while the tribes of Judah 

and Benjamin remain loyal to the house of David. 

 

Meanwhile, Jeroboam has a concern of his own. With God’s Temple in Jerusalem he is afraid 

that his people will go there to worship and once again become loyal to Rehoboam. To prevent 

this, the king makes two golden calves and sets up places for worship at both ends of his 

kingdom. Like Aaron had done at Mount Sinai, Jeroboam proclaims “Here are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt” (compare with Exodus 32:4-6). He appointed his own 

priests and festivals in place of the worship that God had commanded. 

 

God sends a man of God from Judah to warn King Jeroboam about his idol worship. While the 

prophet delivers God’s message and is faithful to God’s instructions, he is deceived by an old 

“prophet” into disobeying God’s command not to eat or drink in Israel and suffers a strange fate 

for his disobedience. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Through arrogance and pride, Rehoboam lost his kingdom. He refused to listen to the advice 

that said that a true leader has a servant’s heart (12:7). What does it mean to have a servant’s 

heart? Are you one who serves others or one who wants others to serve you? 

 

2. From Jeroboam, we learn about false repentance. Though he begs the man of God to pray for 

him it is not a genuine turning to God. He only wants God to heal him! Afterward, he does 

not change and continues to promote his golden calf worship. What is true repentance? How 

does it change our lives 

 

3. From the man of God and the old prophet we learn about obedience to God’s Word. The man 

of God would not compromise God’s command for the wicked king, but he did allow himself 

to be taken in by another “prophet” who claimed something that was in direct opposition to 

God’s command. There are many “Christian” leaders and preachers today who are saying 

things that are not taught in the Bible and often contradict what God has already said. Watch 

out! The death of this man of God should be a warning to all of us to trust God’s Word and 

compare everything we hear to what we know God has said! 
 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 20 


