
OLD WINESKINS 

Wednesday, March 10 

Reading: Luke 5:33-39 
 

Luke 5:37  And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins;  
the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38  No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 

 

The Pharisees are now following Jesus around to find ways to criticize and discredit Him. This 

time they criticize Jesus’ disciples for not following their regulations on fasting. The Pharisees’ 

disciple and John’s disciples would often fast in order to spend time in prayer, but Jesus’ 

disciples did not. Jesus was not against fasting, but the Pharisees’ fasting was not to build their 

spiritual life, but to appear more righteous to those around them (Matthew 6:16). The Pharisees 

fasted twice a week and proclaimed that any truly righteous person would do the same. This was 

their own idea and not a command of Scripture. Even the disciples of John the Baptist fasted!  

The Pharisees could not believe that Jesus and His disciples did not fast.   

 

In response, Jesus compared His presence to a wedding. Weddings were followed by great 

celebrations that lasted for a week. As long as the bridegroom (the focal point of a Jewish 

wedding) was present, to fast would be a sign of disrespect. Jesus was presenting Himself as the 

groom and those who followed Him had no reason to be sad because He was with them. The 

time would come when He would be “taken away from them” and then they would fast and 

mourn. This occurred when Jesus was crucified. 

 

Next Jesus used two illustrations to compare His ‘new’ way with the old way of the religious 

leaders. If you try to repair an old shirt with a new, unshrunk patch it will simply tear the shirt 

when it is washed and shrinks. Likewise, you did not put new wine into old wineskins. Wine was 

placed in goatskin bags to ferment. If you tried putting new wine in old wineskins they would 

burst because they had become too brittle to expand. 

 

The Pharisees were the self-appointed keepers of the old traditions. Jesus is saying that He did 

not come to “fix” the old ways. Nor had He come to destroy the Law. He came to fulfill it 

(Matthew 5:17). The law of Moses could not save. It could only point to one’s need for a Savior. 

Jesus was presenting a new way to God – not through the old sacrifices but through Himself. 

This new way could not be mixed with the old. Sadly, many people will refuse to try the “new 

way” because they are satisfied with the old way. The Pharisees refused to see Jesus as the 

Savior because they were stuck in the old ways of living by the law and condemning those who 

did not! 

 

Are you stuck in the ‘old way’ of following a list of rules and regulations in order to be right 

with God? The ‘new way’ is found in simply putting your faith in Christ and His blood shed for 

you. Then He will help you to live the right way for His glory. Don’t get stuck in the mire of 

man-made rules.  
 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Joshua 21-24; Luke 9 


