
1 KINGS: SOLOMON BECOMES KING 

Tuesday, March 10 

Reading: 1 Kings 1-2 
 

1 Kings 1:46  Moreover, Solomon has taken his seat on the royal throne. 47  Also, the royal officials  

have come to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 'May your God make Solomon's name more  

famous than yours and his throne greater than yours!' And the king bowed in worship on his bed  

48  and said, 'Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has allowed my eyes to see a successor  

on my throne today.'" 
 

Solomon’s reign begins with a coup by his older brother Adonijah. Like Absalom before him, he 

recruits some of the kingdom’s top leaders, including many of his brothers and the leading men 

of Israel. While he had not sided with Absalom, Joab does side with Adonijah. Since Joab loved 

war serving under Solomon, a man of peace, did not appeal to David’s general. Also involved in 

this plot is one of the high priests, Abiathar. He had been with David since the days of his desert 

wandering after Saul had slaughtered his entire priestly family (see 1 Sam. 22).  

 

With his support firmly in place, Adonijah proclaims himself king. However, word reaches 

David on his sick bed and he quickly summons the prophet Nathan and the other high priest 

Zadok to anoint Solomon as king, as God had promised. Adonijah’s coup fails and he and his 

supporters must beg for their lives. 

 

As David lay dying, he again exhorts Solomon to be strong and follow the Lord. He then 

instructs his son to execute justice on the trouble makers who had vexed him during his reign. 

Among these were Joab and Shimei.  These men would undoubtable cause Solomon trouble as 

well and his kingdom would not be secure with them around. 

 

Solomon gives Joab, Shimei, and Adonijah a chance to prove their loyalty but each one fails and 

Solomon has them executed. Abiathar escapes death because of his past service to God and 

David, but he is stripped of his status as priest fulfilling God’s judgment on Eli’s family (see      

1 Sam. 2:27-36). Thus Solomon’s throne was established and secured. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. From the opening verses of 1 Kings 2, we see David’s view of what makes a good leader 

(and a good life). It is in obeying God and faithfully walking before Him with all your heart 

and soul. Is this the desire of your heart? Are you striving to live for the Lord every day? 

 

2. Solomon gave Adonijah a second chance but his request to marry Abishag was another ploy 

to lay claim to the throne. Though she had no sexual relations with David, she was 

considered his concubine. Thus to marry her would have given Adonijah a claim to the 

throne in the eyes of the people. Have you ever been given a second chance? Have you 

wasted the opportunity? In Christ, we have all been given a second chance. May we not 

waste it! 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 17 


