
ROMANS: SLAVES TO SOMETHING 

Saturday, June 8 

Reading: Romans 6:13-23 
 

Romans 6:22  But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the  

benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23  For the wages of sin is death,  

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Some take Paul’s statement that the believer is “not under law but under grace” as a reason to 

continue sinning. They believe that being free from the law gives them freedom to sin. Paul 

again uses the strongest terms to deny this belief. Salvation now gives the believer the freedom 

NOT to sin. 

 

ALL PEOPLE ARE SLAVES TO SOMETHING (6:16-18). We are born slaves to sin. When we 

“obey from the heart” the gospel we become slaves to God. The image of slavery simply means 

that we serve whatever we choose to obey. If we choose to make sin our master the end result 

will be death. If we obey God it will lead to righteousness. 

 

ALL PEOPLE RECEIVE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR CHOICE (6:19-23). As slaves of 

sin, the consequences are impurity and lawlessness and leads to more sin and finally destruction. 

To be “free from the control of righteousness” means that the sinner is not concerned with doing 

what is right. The outcome or “fruit” of this kind of living should make believers ashamed of 

their former sinful lifestyle. Death is inevitable. 

 

The opposite is true of those who choose to be slaves of God. The consequence of this choice is a 

life of holiness ending in everlasting life. Death is the “wages of sin” – what we have earned for 

our life of sin. But eternal life is the “gift of God” – what we do not deserve and could never earn 

made possible through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Not Under Law But Under Grace.” As Paul will reveal in the next chapter, the 

Law is good. It fulfilled the purpose for which it was given. The problem comes when we use the 

Law in the wrong way. It was never meant as a way of salvation. Freedom from the Law does 

not mean that believers can live anyway they want depending on God’s grace to forgive them. 

This is the sign of a carnal faith or perhaps no faith at all! Grace is God giving us what we don’t 

deserve – the right to be His children. If we are living in light of God’s grace than we will meet 

God’s righteous standards as the Spirit directs us. Are you still trying to earn God’s favor 

through obedience to some list of rules? How should living in God’s grace motivate you to 

holiness?    

 

LESSON TWO: “Slaves of the One You Obey.” We like to think that we are in control of our 

lives – that we make the decisions. “I am the master of my fate. I am the captain of my soul.” 
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But we are not in control! Our sinful desires and tendencies pull us in directions we often do not 

wish to go. Without Christ, we are truly slaves to sin. But when we are saved by God’s grace, we 

should still not be in control! We should obey Christ and the promptings of the Spirit who dwells 

within us. We should desire to live for righteousness. Are you truly thankful that you gave your 

heart to the Lord? Have you relinquished the ‘reins’ of your life to His control? Is your desire to 

live for righteousness? 
 

 

 
1
  ‘Invictus’ by the English poet William Ernest Henley (1849–1903). It was written in 1875 and published in 1888 

in his first volume of poems, Book of Verses, in the section Life and Death (Echoes) 

 


