
DANIEL: POLITICIAN & PROPHET 

Monday, June 8 

Reading: Daniel 1-2 
 

Daniel 1:8  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself… 
 

If you grew up in Sunday School you probably remember the exciting stories of “Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace” or “Daniel in the lions’ den.” But there is much 

more to the book of Daniel than this! The first six chapters consist of the events of Daniel and his 

friends in the Babylonian and later Persian court. The second half of Daniel records the detailed 

visions Daniel received about the future of his people Israel. 

 

AUTHOR: Daniel was a teenager when he was taken as a captive to Babylon in 605 BC and he 

lived until at least the 3
rd

 year of the reign of Cyrus (536 BC). This would put him somewhere in 

his eighties or nineties. He was well known for his wisdom and righteousness, as mentioned by 

his contemporary Ezekiel (Ezekiel 14:14, 20; 28:3). Because of his detailed prophecies 

concerning events of the centuries leading up to the birth of Christ, many critics claim this book 

must have been written much later, after those events occurred. They don’t believe anyone could 

predict the future so accurately. These critics don’t believe in an all-knowing, all-powerful God! 

 

OUTLINE OF DANIEL: There are two ways to outline this book: 

 

By THEME: 

(1) Daniel’s Adventures in the Courts of Babylon and Persia        Daniel 1-6 

(2) Daniel’s Prophecies about the Future                                      Daniel 7-12 

 

By LANGUAGE: 

(1) Introduction (written in Hebrew)     Daniel 1 

(2) Daniel and the Gentile Nations (written in Aramaic) 
1 

    Daniel 2-7 

(3) Prophecies Concerning the Nation of Israel (written in Hebrew)    Daniel 8-12 

           

The first two chapters introduce us to Daniel and reveal two of the most important things about 

his character. The Babylonians tried to “brainwash” him and his friends to forget about the ways 

of God and their Jewish heritage. Everything they did was to conform them into “good 

Babylonians.” Literally the Hebrew text says Daniel “purposed in his heart” not to defile himself 

(1:8). This would be Daniel’s motto for life. His heart would always remain true to God. 

 

In chapter two a crisis occurs and Daniel and all the wise men are in danger. Here we see the 

second important trait of Daniel’s life. Daniel was a man of prayer! He joins with his three 

friends and they plead with God to give them the answer they need (2:17-18). God answers, but 

before rushing off to the king, Daniel stops to thank and praise God (2:19-24). God would honor 

and bless Daniel throughout his life for his devotion. 

 

Have you “purposed in your heart” to follow God no matter what? Is your life centered by prayer 

to your heavenly Father? 
 

 
1
  Aramaic was the language of Babylon and other Gentile nations 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 13 


