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BACK AGAINST THE WALL 
Thursday, June 8 

Reading: Acts 25 
 

Acts 25:9  Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem  

and stand trial before me there on these charges?” 10  Paul answered: “I am now standing before 

Caesar’s court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself  

know very well. 11  If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die.  

But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me  

over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 12  After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You 

have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” 

 

Have you ever used the phrase “My back is against the wall”?  It is usually used of a desperate 

situation where there are limited or unfavorable options and no room for retreat.  The term has 

been used since the sixteenth century but became famous near the end of World War I when 

General Douglas Haig of Great Britain, according to the London Times (April 13, 1918), ordered 

his troops “Every position must be held to the last man...With our backs to the wall, and 

believing in the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end.” 
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In Acts 25, Paul finds himself with his back against the wall.  Over two years have passed since 

his arrest at the Temple.  Paul has spent them in a Roman cell in Caesarea with limited freedom.  

Now a new governor has arrived and the Jews see a chance to get rid of Paul.  They request that 

Paul be transferred back to Jerusalem for trial.  Their real plan however is to kill him before he 

can get there. 

 

Festus, the new governor, seems oblivious to the Jewish leader’s ulterior motives.  He asks Paul 

if he is willing to go back to Jerusalem.  Paul is not so naïve.  He knows what lies behind this 

request and realizes if he agrees he will never make it there alive.  He has limited options.  To 

take himself out of the realm of Jewish authority he uses his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to 

Caesar.  While ending the Jewish plots to kill him, this appeal would extend his imprisonment as 

he would now have to be sent to Rome. 

 

While it appeared that Paul had to choose the better of two bad scenarios, in fact it was God 

working to accomplish His purposes.  Paul had longed desired to minister in Rome (see Romans 

1:15; 15:22-24; Acts 19:21).  Christ had promised Paul that he would be a witness in Rome.  

Now he was on his way and the Roman Empire would pay for the trip!  Paul was not so much 

putting his life in Caesar’s hands as he was putting it in God’s hands. 

 

Have you ever felt like your back was against the wall and you had few or no good choices?  

Remember that in desperate times God is still working through those circumstances to fulfill His 

purposes for your life.  We can have faith in the bad times because when we have nowhere to 

turn, we know that God “has our back.”   
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