
ZION: CITY OF GOD 

Thursday, June 7 

Reading: Psalm 87 
 

Psalm 82:2  “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked? 3  Defend the weak and the 
fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 4  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from  
the hand of the wicked. 

 

Saved from a life of rebellion, slave-trading, and depravity, John Newton became one of the great hymn writers 

of the 18
th

-century. After his early sinful life, it is no wonder that Newton was so amazed at being forgiven and 

made a citizen of God’s kingdom. Many of his hymns, like “Amazing Grace,” are still sung in churches 

throughout the world today. Another great Newton hymn is based on Psalm 87: 
 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, / Zion, city of our God! / He, whose Word cannot be broken, / Formed thee for His own 

abode; / On the Rock of Ages founded, / What can shake thy sure repose? / With salvation’s walls surrounded, / Thou mayst 

smile at all thy foes. 
 

Zion is another name for Jerusalem especially the hills on which the Temple stood. Throughout the Scriptures, 

it has become a symbol of God’s kingdom – the city of God to which all believers are citizens. Citizenship was 

important in the ancient world (and today). In Greek and Roman societies it was conferred on only a small, 

privileged few. But in Israel, everyone born to Jewish parents was a citizen of the nation. They had the promises 

and responsibilities of the covenant God made with Abraham. 

 

However, this psalm describes Gentile nations – nations that had been enemies and persecutors of Israel – as 

being called “born in Zion.” It pictures God writing their names in “the register of the peoples.” It is a clear 

statement that God’s kingdom is not an exclusively Jewish affair. It will include Gentiles who turn to God and 

sing in celebration of their salvation. The Jews forgot this truth through the centuries. 

 

The New Testament writers take this picture and expand on it. “This one is born in Zion” reminds us of Jesus’ 

words to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). The new birth 

places the believer in Christ as a citizen of God’s kingdom – Zion, the city of God. It speaks of the promises and 

responsibilities that now belong to those who are citizens of God’s kingdom. 

 

What are we to do as citizens of God’s kingdom?  

1. We are to live by kingdom standards, obeying our heavenly King (Philp. 3:16-21). 

2. We are to live for our King’s glory, not our own (Heb. 12:22-24, 28) 

3. We are to be united and build each other up to become better Kingdom citizens (Eph. 2:19-22). 

4. We are to be working to advance God’s Kingdom in the lives of others through evangelism, discipleship, 

and service – COME, GROW, SERVE (Heb. 13:14-16). 
 

Savior, if of Zion’s city, / I through grace a member am, / Let the world deride or pity, / I will glory in Thy name; / Fading is the 

worldling’s pleasure, / All his boasted pomp and show; / Solid joys and lasting treasure / None but Zion’s children know.  

(5
th

 verse of Newton’s hymn) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Chronicles 10-12; Acts 25 


