
BE PREPARED FOR HIS COMING 

Monday, June 7 

Reading: Luke 21:29-38 
 

Luke 21:36  Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
 you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”  

 

Jesus closes His discourse on the end times with words of preparation. 

 

1. Don’t Be Unaware! (21:29-33) – Jesus probably pointed to a budding fig tree as He spoke these words for 

they bloomed in April, the time of Passover. This was an indication that summer was near. Likewise, when 

the Jews saw these signs, they would know that Messiah’s return was near. “This generation” refers to the 

Jewish nation. The Greek word could mean people living at a given time or a race or lineage of people. 

Given the multiple fulfillments we have seen of this passage, perhaps both definitions are in sight here. The 

generation of Jews living in Jesus’ day would witness the fulfillment of the Temple’s desecration and 

destruction. However, despite all appearances, the Jewish nation would not die out before the Second 

Coming of Messiah. Jesus confirms that His words will come to pass. Believers can be sure that Christ will 

fulfill His promises. They are surer than the foundations of heaven and earth.  

 

2. Don’t Be Unprepared! (21:34-36) – Jesus now warns those who are looking for His coming to be prepared 

for no one knows the day of His return (Matthew 24:36). They must not allow the worries and temptations 

of the world to distract them from being prepared for His coming. To be prepared is to know Christ as 

Savior and live your life for Him. The New Living Translation puts it this way: “Watch out! Don’t let me 

find you living in careless ease and drunkenness, and filled with worries of this life.” This warning is for the 

unsaved who will be unprepared for Christ’s return because they are tied to the pleasures and desires of this 

world and not worrying about the next. 

 

Jesus next warning is for believers. Instead of being tied to this world, they are to be connected to God. To 

watch and pray are both acts of the will. They indicate a life that is focused on advancing Christ’s kingdom 

while waiting for His return. The promise to these believers is that they are “counted worthy to escape all 

these things that will come to pass.”  This implies a pre-tribulation rapture of the church before God’s 

judgment falls. 

 

The more important statement is the last one – “to stand before the Son of Man.” Believers can only stand 

before the Lord because by His grace they are covered by the blood of Christ and clothed in His 

righteousness. Only those who are prepared for His coming by placing their faith in Christ will be able to 

stand before Christ and live with Him forever. 

 

What does it mean to watch? It does not mean to sit around with our eyes glued on the skies. To watch means to 

live for Christ every moment knowing that He could return today! When He returns, we don’t want Him finding 

us lazy or living in sin. We want Him to find us faithfully doing the work He has given us to do.   
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Job 11-14; Acts 27 


