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Acts 24:24  Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul  

and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25  As Paul discoursed on righteousness,  

self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, "That's enough for now! You may  

leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you." 26  At the same time he was hoping that Paul  

would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked with him. 27  When two years had 

passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews,  

he left Paul in prison. 
 

Lord Kenneth Clark became internationally known for his BBC documentary series 

“Civilization” (1969) which outlined the history of Western art, architecture, and philosophy 

from the Dark Ages to the present.  He admitted in his autobiography that he had an 

“overwhelming religious experience” while visiting a beautiful church.  But as he considered 

what he called “the gloom of grace” he decided that to be influenced by Christ would mean he 

would have to change and his family might think he was crazy.  He wrote, “I was too deeply 

embedded in the world to change course.” 
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In Acts 24, we meet Antonius Felix who governed Judea from AD 52-59.  History presents him 

as a very corrupt and vicious ruler.  It is before this man that Paul has his first Roman trial.  But 

after the trial is over, Felix continues to listen to Paul.  Perhaps he was influenced by his wife 

Drusilla, who was Jewish royalty, the daughter of the former king Herod Agrippa and sister of 

the present king, Agrippa II.   
 

However, Paul does not take this opportunity to plead his case, but instead “spoke about faith in 

Christ Jesus” and how salvation should lead to right living and self-control.  These were issues 

that struck a nerve with Felix.  He was not a man of self-control or righteousness.  While visiting 

a foreign king he had become infatuated with the king’s wife Drusilla and stole her away from 

him!  He had been the instrument of countless deaths in his brutal attempt to “keep the peace.”  

Paul warned him that God’s judgment was coming! 
 

That Paul’s words made Felix afraid suggests that the Holy Spirit was working on his heart.  But 

instead of repenting, Felix put it off for a more “convenient” time.  That time never came!  

Though he would hear from Paul many times, it was now in hopes of a bribe to fill his pockets 

instead of the Holy Spirit to fill his soul.  Two years later, Felix is recalled to answer for his 

excessive brutality in a Jewish/Gentile conflict in Caesarea.  Needing the Jews to be more 

favorable to his case, he leaves Paul in jail to try and win their favor. 
 

Many people today respond to the gospel like Felix and Lord Clark.  They don’t want to give up 

their lifestyle to follow Christ.  They will turn to Christ later, after they have “enjoyed” their life.  

For them, the convenient time never comes!  Knowing about Christ and even having a spiritual 

experience is not enough.  We must give our hearts and lives to Christ for “now is the day of 

salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 
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