
EZEKIEL: COVENANTS & DRY BONES 

Saturday, June 6 

Reading: Ezekiel 36-37 
 

Ezekiel 37:10  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and  
stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11  Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12  Therefore prophesy  
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and 
bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

 

A miracle occurred in 1948. The nation of Israel, which had not existed since the Romans had 

destroyed the nation some eighteen hundred years before, was born. The poorly equipped 

outnumbered Israel Defense Forces held off the forces of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and 

Iraq in a 15-month war. The nation of Israel was accepted into the United Nations in May of 

1949. Never before has a nation that ceased to exist been “born again.” But this should have been 

no surprise to people who know their Bible. 

 

As Ezekiel continues to unveil Israel’s glorious future, he echoes Jeremiah 31 where God 

promises a New Covenant. There are three things involved in this promise: [1] the restoration to 

the land (36:24), [2] the forgiveness of sins (36:25), [3] and the indwelling of the Spirit (36:26-

27). These blessings are not because Israel had earned them or was worthy in any way. God tells 

them they have profaned His name among the heathen. He will restore them to show the holiness 

of His great name and so the nations will know that “I am the Lord” (36:21-23). 

 

Ezekiel next sees a dramatic vision of the restoration of the nation: 

1. Physical Reconstruction (37:1-8): Ezekiel sees a valley full of dry bones. At God’s command 

they come together to form skeletons. Then tendons and flesh come upon them. But they are 

still dead. There is no life in them. Today, Israel is in the land but they are spiritually dead. 

2. Spiritual Reanimation (37:9-14): At God’s command, breath enters the dead bodies and they 

rise and God restores them to their land. This is a picture of God putting His Spirit in them. 

At the conclusion of the Tribulation, the nation of Israel will finally turn to their Messiah for 

salvation and Jesus Christ will rescue them. 

3. Complete Reorganization (37:15-28): God had Ezekiel write Judah and Joseph/Ephraim on 

two separate sticks. Then he makes the two sticks one. This was a picture of the unity of the 

people – both the northern kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) and the southern kingdom (Judah). In 

the Millennium, they will be one people with Messiah (My servant David; one shepherd) 

reigning over them. They will no longer fall into their old patterns of sin and idolatry. They 

will be God’s people forever. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Like Israel, we do not deserve God’s salvation (see Titus 3:5). God in His grace gives us 

what we don’t deserve and God in His mercy doesn’t give us what we do deserve. How can 

you show gratitude to God today for His wonderful salvation? 

 

2. Twice Ezekiel mentions the indwelling Spirit giving life (36:26-28; 37:14). It is He who 

turns the heart of stone to one of flesh and gives life to the spiritually dead. Are we like that 

reconstructed army – lifelike but dead? Or do we have life and the power of the Spirit 

running through us? 
 


