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BADGE OF COURAGE 

Tuesday, June 6 

Reading: Acts 23 
 

Acts 23:10  The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to  
pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring  
him into the barracks. 11  The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As  
you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 

 

Stephen Crane’s classic novel The Red Badge of Courage tells the story of Henry Fleming, a 

young Union soldier during the Civil War.  His fear initially causes him to flee from battle.  

While trying to avoid the fighting he joins a group of wounded soldiers.  He feels ashamed, 

viewing their battle wounds as “a red badge of courage” proving their valor.  Through a series of 

events, Henry eventually returns to his unit ready to fight and becomes the best soldier in his 

unit.  His cowardice has been replaced by courage. 
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The apostle Paul had his own “red badge of courage.”  For decades he had travelled the Empire 

preaching the gospel and planting churches.  Along the way he had experienced stoning, 

beatings, and imprisonment.  Upon his return the Jerusalem, he narrowly escaped being killed by 

an angry Jewish mob at the Temple and a riot while being tried by the Sanhedrin.   

 

As Paul sat in his Roman prison cell, he must have wondered where all this would lead.  Was his 

work for the Lord over?  Would his life end here, forgotten in a Roman jail? It is at this point that 

Jesus steps in.  He appears to Paul with a message of encouragement.  While no one else stood 

with Paul, the Lord did!  He tells the apostle to “take courage.”  His mission was not over for he 

must be the same bold witness in Rome as he had been in Jerusalem.  This promise would carry 

Paul though all the plots, trials, and dangers of the coming years.  Whatever happened, Paul 

knew that Christ stood with him and had a plan and purpose for his life. 

 

Do you have the courage to stand up for Christ?  The promise of His presence and power He 

gave to Paul are repeated in the Bible for believers today. 
 

Hebrews 13:5  For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  

6  So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do  

to me?" (NKJV) 
 

The question for us is: Will we flee from the battle or will we stand boldly and bear our own “red 

badge of courage” for Christ?   
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 http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/redbadge/summary.html   

 


