
GOSPEL DEFINED 

Tuesday, June 5 

Reading: Psalm 85 
 

Psalm 85:10  Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

People are trying to redefine the gospel today. Some try to sell it as simply a way to make your life better and 

happier. Others present the gospel as merely living right with people around you and working toward the 

betterment of society. But the gospel goes deeper than these things. It is all about a broken relationship with 

God that was dealt with by Christ on the cross. 
 

The Jewish people knew all about this broken relationship. Their history is one of spiritual ups and downs. 

There were times of spiritual renewal under leaders like David and Hezekiah. But the nation would ultimately 

turn their backs on God again and experience His discipline. Psalm 85 was written after such a time. Though we 

cannot be positive, it was likely written after God had sent His people into exile in Babylon because of their sin. 

After 70 years, they were allowed to return home and this psalm may be a remembrance of what they had 

learned – what God’s salvation really meant. 

 

RESTORATION (85:1-5): Though God had been angry and punished their sin, the people had repented and 

now God restored His favor and forgave their sins. Likewise, the gospel is all about restoration. We are all born 

enemies of God because of sin. But His anger has been turned away through Christ. We can now have a 

restored relationship with God through His Son (Romans 5:6-11). 

 

REVIVAL (85:6-7): The effects of the gospel do not end with salvation. Just as the Israelites prayed for God to 

revive them and show them “Your unfailing love,” so Christians can have their hearts revived by the Holy Spirit 

working in them. The more we see the depth of God’s love, the more we will desire to live for Him. Prayer is a 

major factor in this vibrant Spirit-led life. 

 

REVELATION (85:8-13): The closing of this psalm reveals the character of God. Key words like peace, love, 

faithfulness, and righteousness dominate its verses. God longs to have peace between Himself and humanity, a 

peace that was shattered by sin. His great love desires to have a relationship with us. However, He is also a God 

of righteousness and holiness. He cannot allow sin to go unpunished. The word “faithfulness” also means truth. 

God cannot “fudge” on His character. He must be true to everything that He is. 

 

So how can a holy God hate sin and yet in love forgive sinners? Psalm 85:10 hints at God’s plan – “Love and 

faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.”  What was the ultimate example of this? 

The Cross! There God’s justice and righteousness was satisfied by the death of Christ. There too His love was 

displayed and He brought us “peace through the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). 

 

This is the heart of the gospel! The Lord does indeed “give what is good” (85:12) – forgiveness of sins and a 

restored relationship with the Father through Christ, the power to live for the Lord now, and a future home 

where we will forever be in the presence of God. What could be better than that! 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Chronicles 4-6; Acts 23 


