
EZEKIEL: THE TRUE SHEPHERD 

Friday, June 5 

Reading: Ezekiel 34 
 

Ezekiel 34:11  “ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and 
look after them…16  I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak… 

 

Ezekiel compares the leaders of Israel to bad shepherds (34:1-10). Instead of caring for the 

“flock” under their care they abused their position in order to “only take care of themselves!” 

They could care less about helping the weak or lost. And because of their selfish actions the 

people had wandered from God and were plundered by the surrounding nations. God promises to 

hold these bad shepherds accountable and remove them from their places of power. 

 

In place of the wicked shepherds God Himself would be Israel’s Shepherd (34:11-17). He will 

seek for His sheep, rescue them from their enemies, and return them to their own land (11-13a). 

He would feed (pasture/tend) them, seek for the lost ones, and bind up their wounds (13b-16). He 

would judge His people with justice and shower the land with blessing (16-31). 

 

The reference to “my servant David” is another name for Messiah. God had promised David an 

eternal kingdom (2 Samuel 7) and Messiah was often called “the Son of David.” Jesus is the 

ultimate fulfillment of this covenant. He is the Greater David who will rule from Jerusalem when 

God establishes His kingdom on earth (see Jeremiah 23:5-6). 
 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Jesus is our Good Shepherd. During His earthly minister Jesus used many of these images to 

refer to Himself. [1] Seeking the lost sheep (Luke 15:5-6), [2] Judging between rams and 

goats (Matthew 25:32ff), [3] Sheep with no shepherd (Matthew 9:36), [4] Tending and 

saving His flock (John 10). What is it about sheep that make them a good picture of people? 

What about a shepherd compares to Jesus’ attitude and care for us? What does this passage 

teach us about God’s love and care? 

 

2. Ezekiel 34:17-22 suggests that the leaders were not the only problem. Following their leaders 

bad example, some of the “sheep” were trampling and shoving and “butting heads” with the 

weaker sheep to get their way. Have you known any “bullies” in the church? What is God’s 

response to this conduct? 

 

3. These verses tell us the awesome responsibility God places on leaders. It is not only difficult 

to lead but to do so with a true and pure heart without getting distracted by the temptations 

the world throws at them. Have you prayed for your pastors and leaders? Have you asked 

God to give them the wisdom, patience, and faithfulness they need to follow God’s purpose 

for themselves and their ministry? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 12 


