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Acts 22:2  When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said:  
3  “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was 
thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today.  
4  I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing 
them into prison, 5  as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained  

letters from them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners  
to Jerusalem to be punished. 6  “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from 
heaven flashed around me. 7  I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do  
you persecute me?’ 8  “ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are 
persecuting,’ he replied. 

 

C.S. Lewis was an atheist.  Though raised in a nominal Christian home, he rejected God and the 

church.  His academic studies and the horrors of war he experienced during World War I only 

confirmed his atheism. Though he later recognized God “pressuring” him on every side, Lewis 

fought against God’s call. However, through the books of G.K. Chesterton and the influence of 

J.R.R. Tolkien, his friend and fellow professor at Oxford, Lewis finally gave in and gave his life 

to Christ.  He describes the turning point in his book Surprised by Joy. 
 

You must picture me alone in that room in Magdalen [College, Oxford], night after night, feeling, 

whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom 

I so earnestly desired not to meet. That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the Trinity 

Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most 

dejected and reluctant convert in all England. 
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Lewis would go on to write some of the most famous works of Christian literature including the 

allegory series The Chronicles of Narnia and Mere Christianity, a defense of the Christian faith. 

 

When I read about the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, I see a similar struggle.  He was not an 

atheist like Lewis, but he spent the early years of his life fighting against Christ.  Paul understood 

the misguided zeal the mob in the temple had to kill him.  He had once had it as well! He resisted 

the call of God by persecuting those he felt were enemies of the true faith.  It was not until Jesus 

knocked him to the ground and shone His light into Saul’s heart that he finally realized that the 

followers of Christ had been right and he had been wrong.  He accepted God’s call and became 

one of the greatest champions for Christ the world has ever known.  He had changed from 

persecutor to preacher!  From enemy to evangelist! 

 

God is in the business of changing people!  We may not have a dramatic conversation like 

Paul’s, but there should be a change in our lives when we accept Christ.  How has Christ 

changed you since receiving Him as Savior?  What call might God want you to answer to 

advance His kingdom and bring Him glory? 
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