
ROMANS: FAITH THAT HOPES 

Tuesday, June 4 

Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
 

Romans 4:16  Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed  

to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of 

Abraham. He is the father of us all. 
 

The apostle has described how Abraham was not justified by his works (4:1-12). Now he will 

declare that Abraham was also not justified by the Law (4:13-17). It is obvious that Abraham 

was not saved by obeying the Law for the Law would be given over 400 years later (Galatians 

3:17-18). If one could inherit salvation by “being good enough,” faith and God’s promise are 

worthless. All the Law can do is point out sin and bring punishment. However, God’s 

righteousness comes through faith in God’s grace shown at Calvary. 

 

What kind of faith did Abraham have? It was a faith in the God who can do the impossible 

(4:17). It was A HOPEFUL FAITH (4:18). There was no hope for a 100-year old man and 90-

year old wife to have a child. Yet Abraham believed God’s promise. It was NOT A WEAK 

FAITH (4:19). Abraham did not look at the impossibilities and obstacles but believed that God 

was able to give them the son He had promised. It was NOT A WAVERING FAITH (4:20). He 

took God at His word and was made stronger in his faith so he could actually praise God even 

before he saw the fulfillment of the promise. It was A CONVINCED FAITH (4:21-22). 

Abraham had no doubt that God could do what He had promised. 

 

This is the kind of faith that is required to be right with God. A faith that takes God at His word 

and accepts His free gift of salvation. Christ died for our sins and His resurrection proved that the 

price had been paid. God accepted the sacrifice of His Son and now can declare the guilty sinner 

righteous through His blood. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Those Who Depend on the Law.” Paul is very firm that the Law has nothing to 

do with salvation. If obeying a bunch of rules could save us then why did Jesus have to die! If 

salvation is by being good, faith is useless and God’s promise is worthless. Besides how could 

we ever know if we are good enough to “make the cut.” Yet people continue to try and reach 

God on their own merits. Instead we are to live in complete dependence and obedience to Christ 

(see Galatians 2:20-21).  

 

True faith is shown in trusting God to do what we in our human strength cannot do.  We can 

never earn salvation, but God can give it to us. We can never live holy lives on our own, but 

Christ can live through us. We can never be effective servants to do God’s work, but the Spirit 

can empower us for service. How strong in your faith?   

 

LESSON TWO: “Abraham In Hope Believed.” ‘Hope’ in Scripture is not the “I hope so” we 

hear so often today. It is a confident assurance that what God has promised will come to pass. 

How do you view the promises of God – “I hope they are true” or “I know for a fact that they are 

true”? How does this “sure hope” help you in your daily living for Christ? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Job 4-7; Acts 23 


