
BETTER YEARNING 

Monday, June 4 

Reading: Psalm 84 
 

Psalm 84:10  Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the  

house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 11  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows  

favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 12  LORD Almighty, blessed is  

the one who trusts in you. 

 

The Temple built by King Solomon was one the greatest and most beautiful buildings ever built. The massive 

amounts of gold, silver, other precious metals, and cedar used in its construction has been estimated at well over 

half a billion dollars by today’s standards. It is no wonder that the author of Psalm 84 speaks of God’s house in 

such glowing terms. 

 

However when we look closer we realize that it is not outward beauty or extravagant materials that makes the 

psalmist sing. It is because the Temple is the place where God dwells. His soul yearns to be in God’s presence. 

He describes this yearning in three ways. 

 

A LOVE STORY (84:1-4): The intense language of romance poetry drips from these opening verses. He sees 

God’s dwelling place as lovely and he yearns and faints to be with God. His heart and flesh cry out for God. 

Doesn’t that sound like the words of a man deeply in love! He longs to be like one of the priests who constantly 

sing praises in God’s presence. Our relationship with God should be like a love song. We should continually 

long for more of God’s presence in our life. 

    

A LONG JOURNEY (84:5-8): A “pilgrimage” is a journey to a sacred place. For the Jewish people the journey 

to Jerusalem for the feast days was just as important and joyous as the feast themselves. The journey was filled 

with singing as they set their hearts on reaching their destination - the Temple of God. The “Valley of Baka” 

may refer to a dry waterless place along the way. It spoke of the hardships that occurred on these long trips. But 

God would bless them with rain and cool springs as well. They would gain strength from their faith until they 

appeared before God in Jerusalem. The life of faith is a journey and there will be hardships along the way. But 

that does not dampen our faith or our joy for we know our final destination - living in the presence of God. 

 

A LASTING HERITAGE (84:9-12): The psalmist declares that it is better to be in God’s presence for just one 

day than to spend years anywhere else; it is better to be the lowliest doorkeeper with God than to enjoy luxuries 

in the tents of the wicked. The heritage of having a relationship with God is far greater and has lasting effects on 

our lives. Verse 11 calls God “a sun and shield.” Without the sun all life on earth would vanish away. Without 

God, life would be meaningless. He gives us the spiritual light and life that makes life worth living. A shield is 

used for protection. With God as our shield and Protector we can boldly say with the Apostle Paul - “If God is 

for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31). Are you yearning for more of God’s presence? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Chronicles 1-3; Acts 22 


