
EZEKIEL: A WORD TO WATCHMEN 

Thursday, June 4 

Reading: Ezekiel 33 
 

Ezekiel 33:7  "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I 

speak and give them warning from me. 8  When I say to the wicked,    'O wicked man, you will surely die,' 

and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will 

hold you accountable for his blood.  9  But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he 

does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. 
 

A watchman had a very important duty in the ancient world. Most of the people lived out in the 

countryside surrounding a town to work the fields and take care of the livestock. The watchman 

would stand in a tower built into the city wall to be a lookout for trouble. If an enemy army were 

coming or some other danger was seen he would sound the alarm so the people could gather 

behind the city walls for protection. If he failed in his duty to sound the warning or fell asleep at 

his post many people would die and the enemy could take the city. 

 

In Ezekiel 33, God reestablishes His call for Ezekiel to be a watchman for Israel. This is his 

second call to this duty (see 3:17ff) and it occurs upon the exiles hearing that Jerusalem has 

finally been destroyed by the Babylonians (33:21). For 12 years the people had hoped they might 

be able to return home but now that hope is dashed. Jerusalem has been burned to the ground. 

Ezekiel had faithfully warned them of God’s coming judgment (chapter 1-32), but now that it has 

happened his message turns to one of hope - God will one day restore the nation (chapters 33-

46).  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Like Ezekiel, we have been commissioned with a message to deliver. We call it “the Great 

Commission.” It is God’s offer of salvation for all who will believe. Ezekiel’s duty as a 

watchman entailed two things. First, God told him to “hear the word I speak.” Before we can 

deliver God’s message we must first receive it. We cannot share with others what we do not 

have ourselves. Second, Ezekiel was to “give them warning from Me.” We know the “wages 

of sin is death” and God has called us to share that message with a dying world. God told 

Ezekiel, “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil 

ways!” (33:11). This is the message of a watchman! 

 

2. There are people you know that I could never reach with the gospel. The relationships you 

build and the testimony you show make you the ideal person to share Christ with them. The 

question is: Are we being faithful watchmen and women? Are we using the opportunities 

God gives us every day to share the saving gospel of Jesus Christ with someone who is dying 

and going to Hell? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 11 


