
EZEKIEL: WHEN GOD LEFT THE BUILDING 

Wednesday, June 3 

Reading: Ezekiel 10-11 
 

Ezekiel 11:22  Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside them, spread their wings, and the glory of the 

God of Israel was above them. 23  The glory of the LORD went up from within the city and stopped above 

the mountain east of it. 
 

“Elvis has left the building!” This announcement was reportedly first made in 1956 at the end of 

an Elvis Presley concert. The people would not leave hoping for an encore or at least to get a 

glimpse of “the king.” The statement was an attempt to disperse the crowd and get them to go 

home. After that, it was used many more times at other Elvis events. Since then, it has become a 

catchphrase in American culture to say that someone has left or that something is complete. 
1
 

 

In the middle chapters of Ezekiel, we see God’s slow departure from the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Since the days of Moses and the Tabernacle, the Shekinah glory cloud that symbolized God’s 

presence with His people had rested over the Ark of the Covenant which sat in the Holy of 

Holies. In these last days before the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, God 

takes the prophet in a vision to see the terrible sins the people are committing. The leaders of 

Israel lead the way by worshipping idols right in the Temple courts (chapter 8). As judgment for 

their rebellion against Him, God calls for the cities destruction. In preparation, His glory moves 

from between the cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant to the entrance of the Temple (10:4). 

Ezekiel now sees the same “throne-chariot” (with the cherubim who carry it) he had seen in 

chapter one. It takes God’s presence out of the Temple by the East Gate (10:18-19) and finally 

out of the city and over the Mount of Olives (11:22-23). 

 

The saddest part about the glory of God leaving the Temple is that the people didn’t even seem 

to notice! They went right on with their lives like nothing had changed. The leaders believed 

they were safe because they had the Temple, but it was now just a hollow shell. These people 

thought they were the lucky ones and those taken into exile (like Ezekiel) were the ones with no 

future. But God would tell them that the real Temple was with the exiles (11:18) and that they 

were the ones with a future - God would bring the exiles back to the land someday (11:17-21).   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The worse judgment God can bring on His people is the absence of His presence. We realize 

that God is everywhere (we call this His omnipresence), but He can withdraw His power and 

blessing from those who do things their own way and for their own glory. In our world today, 

there are many churches who were once great witnesses for the Lord, but now “God has left 

the building.” They have deserted the truth and glory of God for their own purposes and God 

has withdrawn His blessing from them. They still exist but they are hollow shells!   

 

2. Would we notice any change if God’s blessing was removed from our church?  May we 

never lose our passion for Christ and commitment to follow His purposes and plan for our 

lives and our churches? May it never be said of us that “God has left the building.” 
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READ THE NT: Romans 10 


