
PROVERBS 25-29: ENEMIES OF FRIENDSHIP 

Thursday, June 30 

Reading: Proverbs 27:1-4 
 

Proverbs 27:2  Let someone else praise you, and not your own mouth; an outsider, and not your own lips. 
 

“My best friend is one who brings out the best in me. - Henry Ford.
1
 This series of proverbs (27:1-10) talks a lot 

about friendship. Friendships are vital but can be fragile and easily hurt by wrong attitudes and actions. In these 

first verses Solomon gives us a few examples of things that destroy relationships.  

 

PRESUPTION (27:1) – This verse reminds us that we do not know what the future holds. It is dangerous to take 

for granted what we will do in the future. Only God knows what is to come. James expands on this proverb in 

the New Testament. 
  

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make 

money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little  

while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast  

in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin  

for them (James 4:13-17) 
 

This principle applies to every area of our life. We do not know the future so we should do what we know is 

right today. When applied to friendship it reminds us to not take our friends for granted. We should cherish our 

relationship and do everything we can to build it up. We should not put off until tomorrow what we can do 

today. 

 

PRIDE (27:2) – This proverb continues the thought from the previous verse. The Hebrew word translated as 

“boast” in verse 1 is the same word as “praise” here in verse 2. Boasting about ourselves does not build 

friendships. We can be poor judges of our own character and gifts. We should humbly wait for others to 

“praise” us and not pridefully ‘toot our own horn.’ “People value friends who are interested in them and not in 

themselves. A proud, self-centered friend is not a good investment. Someone who needs constant ego-stroking 

becomes a burden and not a joy.”
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(3) PROVOCATION (27:3) – Here is another appearance of “the fool.” The Hebrew word translated 

“provocation” means “to vex, agitate, stir up, or provoke the heart to a heated condition which in turn leads to 

specific actions.”
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 This attitude in a ‘friend’ is as unbearable as a heavy bag of rocks or sand on your back. You 

can endure it for a time but eventually you will fall beneath the weight. Likewise a friendship cannot survive if 

you are always trying to restrain, do damage control, and apologize for your friend’s bad behavior.  

 

(4) ENVY (27:4) – While the anger and fury displayed in the previous verse can be like a flood that 

overwhelms everything, Solomon suggests that there is something that is much worse – jealousy! Friendship is 

based on love and concern for another. Jealousy twists love until it becomes self-centered where everything has 

to be done ‘my way.’ A friend who tries to control every aspect of a relationship is no friend at all. 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 6 


