
2 KINGS: NO ‘BUTS’ IN WORSHIP 

Sunday, June 30 

Reading: 2 Kings 17:24-41 
 

2 Kings 17:33  They worshiped the LORD, but they also served their own gods in accordance with the customs  

of the nations from which they had been brought.  
 

A common practice of the time was to fill conquered lands with people from other conquered nations. 

This is what the Assyrians did. They settled idol-worshipping foreigners in northern Israel and they 

mingled with the few Israelites that were left there. When God sent lions among them they asked the 

king of Assyria for help in understanding “what the god of that country requires.” This exposes their 

heathen way of thinking because they believed the Lord was just the God of this land and they could 

appease Him by following His rules. 

 

The king’s response was to send a priest from Samaria back to teach the people about God. However, 

the only priests that had lived in Israel were false priests appointed to serve at the Golden Calf shrines at 

Bethel and Dan (1 Kings 12:25-33; 2 Chronicles 11:13-17). The result of this “teaching” was that the 

people continued to worship their native gods and just added the God of Israel to the list. 

 

LESSON ONE: “They Worshipped the Lord But…” The three times the author uses this phrase, he is 

obviously being sarcastic. They were not truly worshipping the Lord because each time the following 

actions betray their wicked attachment to their idols (17:32, 33, 41; see 17:34). The nation of Israel had 

tried to worship God and the idols of other nations. These pagan people learned to do the same. Many 

people today would call this society “tolerant” and would want to imitate their acceptance of any and all 

beliefs. However this “tolerant society” would be intolerant of those who teach there is only one God 

and one way of salvation as being arrogant and divisive. “A so-called “tolerant society” that encourages 

people to promote and believe in whatever they choose ultimately produces a state of anarchy and the 

absence of a sure foundation upon which to base their lives.” 
1
 There are no “buts” when it comes to 

worshipping God. We must come to God His way. We cannot water down the message just to please a 

fallen society in desperate need of God. How do you respond to a society that is becoming increasingly 

hostile to the “one way” message of the gospel? Are you willing to take a stand for God’s truth no 

matter what? 

 

LESSON TWO: “But the Lord is the One You Must Worship.” The first two commandments should 

teach us that God will not share worship with anything else. The world wants us to compromise. They 

want us to change God’s Word to fit with their agenda. We cannot add to the commands God has given 

nor can we ignore what He has told us is truth and right. Too often people in the church want to ‘soften’ 

God’s message. They say we don’t need to talk about sin and repentance. That all we need to do is talk 

about the love of God and the wonderful plan He has for your life. We can’t “blend” God’s Word with 

society’s ideas and wants. If we truly worship the Lord then His priorities, His message, His glory must 

come first. Everything that is dishonoring to His name must be thrown away. Does your life honor God? 

Is His worship vital to your daily existence? 
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