
Restore Week 7: Moving Forward 
 

MOVING FORWARD: WHAT IF I FAIL? 

Thursday, June 2 

Reading: Psalm 37:23-24; Psalm 103  
 

Psalm 37:23  The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in Him; 24  though he may stumble, he will not fall,  

for the LORD upholds him with His hand. 
 

Whenever I think of failure I think of Charlie Brown from the Peanuts comic strip. Every time he is determined 

to kick that football and every time Lucy pulls it away and he goes flying through the air – another failure. 

When it comes to our sins and addictions we can feel just like that. We are determined to get it right this time 

but then fail. And we feel like a failure! But if we are truly children of God, failure is not final. 
 

“Failure is an event, not a person. It’s something you do, not something you become…If you see yourself as a failure, you’ll  

doom yourself to endless repetitions of what you’ve done. You’ll pile failure upon failure. And it will all be based on a tragic 

misperception of yourself, because God doesn’t see you as a failure. He sees you as His child – even when the zip goes out of  

your delivery.”1 
 

In Psalm 103:14, we read that God “knows how we are formed, He remembers that we are dust.” That is why 

“He does not treat us as our sins deserve” (103:10) but has “compassion on His children” (103:13). God 

“doesn’t deal with you on the basis of your failures, but in the light of His grace…no matter what [you] might 

have done, no matter how terrible it seems, it can never outweigh the infinite grace and forgiveness of God.”
2
  

We see this truth in the New Testament book of 1 John as well. Immediately after writing about confession and 

God’s forgiveness (1:9) he says this: 
 

“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an Advocate with the 

Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the  

sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2) 
 

Our goal is to not sin – to not fall back into that addiction. But when we do Jesus Christ stands as our defense 

attorney. We can be forgiven and restored because He already paid the debt of our sin on the cross! We need to 

own up to our sin, confess and receive God’s forgiveness, and then learn from what happened. Why did we fall 

back into that old sinful rut? Has our relationship with God grown cold lately? Have we been trusting in our 

own strength again instead of relying on the Holy Spirit’s power within us? “Failure isn’t final. It’s a fact of life, 

but not a way of life.”
3
 

 

As we battle our sins and addictions, it might be helpful to memorize Psalm 37:23-24: 
  

The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in Him; 

though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with His hand. 
 

God is not like Lucy in the Peanuts comics. He wants us to “kick the football.” He gives us the power to “kick” 

our addictions and sins when we trust in Him. You are not a failure; you are a child of God. He will uphold you 

with His hand. 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 13-14 


