
DEVOTIONS FOR ROMANS 9-13 
 
 

CHRISTIAN CODE OF CONDUCT 
Thursday, June 29 

Reading: Romans 12 
 

Romans 12:1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies  

as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2  Do not conform  

to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 

test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

“Where the rubber meets the road” literally refers to the moment when a vehicle’s tires roll out 

on the pavement.  You can’t be sure a tire is roadworthy until it is tested.  As an idiom the phrase 

speaks of the moment of truth or the point when something is put to a practical test.   

 

Paul has spent much of his time in the preceding chapters looking at the theology of salvation.  

Some people love to study theology.  They get great joy out of digging deep into the truths of 

God and His wonderful salvation.  But the study of theology only for the sake of gaining head 

knowledge is useless.  The great truths of Scripture only have meaning when we put them into 

practice in our daily lives.  In the remainder of his letter, Paul shows “where the rubber meets the 

road.”  He explains how being right with God should affect a believer’s walk with God. 

 

Christians are to be living sacrifices by taking a close look at their relationship with God, self, 

and others.  In relation to God, the key word is CONSECRATION.  We are no longer to live like 

the world but must each day commit our lives to serving the Lord (12:1-2). 

 

The key word in relation to ourselves is HUMILITY.  We must remember that we are sinners 

saved by grace and are part of the larger body – the church.  Each of us has an important role to 

play in God’s big plan and we must actively use the gifts He has given us for the church to fulfill 

its’ mission.  No one person is more important than the other and we must always think of others 

first before ourselves (12:3-8). 

 

The final key word is LOVE.  Jesus said the world would know we are His disciples by our love 

(John 13:35).  This love must permeate every area of our lives.  It is displayed in our attitudes 

(12:9-10), in our actions (12:11-13), in our difficulties (12:14-16), and in the way we respond to 

our enemies (12:17-21). 

 

How does your life measure up to this “code of conduct?”  Are you “a living sacrifice” or do you 

keep climbing off the altar?  How does your Christian faith stand up “where the rubber meets the 

road”? 

 


