
PROVERBS 25-29: WORK ON YOUR HEART 

Wednesday, June 29 

Reading: Proverbs 26:23-28 
 

Proverbs 26:23  Like a coating of silver dross on earthenware are fervent lips with an evil heart. 
 

You may have read the previous proverbs and thought “That reminds me of so-and-so” or “I know someone just 

like that.” But it is much more difficult to ask “How am I like the fool or the sluggard?” Proverbs was not 

written to identity the faults in others. It was written so we could recognize and avoid those faults in our own 

lives. The real issue is not with external actions but with the condition of our heart. Chapter 26 ends with 

proverbs that expose the wickedness that dwells in the human heart. 

 

“All that glitters is not gold.” This old saying is an apt description of Proverbs 26:23. Solomon pictures a piece 

of pottery that looks expensive but all is not as it seems. It is really just a cheap clay pot with a thin silver 

coating. Likewise a person’s smooth words (“fervent lips”) may be hiding an evil heart.  

 

“Actions speak louder than words.” The next few verses (26:24-26) reveal why we can’t believe everything we 

hear. Wicked people use their words to disguise their true intentions. They use “charming speech” and 

“deception” to hide the true thoughts of their heart - hatred, deceit, and abominations. The number seven (the 

number of completion) pictures a heart completely full of hatred and deceit. But though “their malice is 

concealed by deception,” it will eventually be exposed for all to see.  

 

“Be sure your sin will find you out.” This quote from Numbers 32:23 reminds us that God is the final Judge. 

Those who plot evil in their hearts will fall into their own pit. The stone they meant to crush others will roll 

back and crush them (26:27). This does not mean that we will always see the wicked “get their just desserts.” 

That is in the hands of the Lord! (see Proverbs 16:4). So whether in this life or the next, the Lord will see that 

justice is done. The Apostle Paul reminds us: 
 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.  

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels. He will punish  

those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-8) 
 

Proverbs 26:28 concludes the thoughts of this section. Though the intentions of wicked hearts are to hurt their 

enemies, they will always end in ruin. 
 

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? I the LORD search the heart and examine  

the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10) 
 

These proverbs should challenge us to examine our own hearts. Jesus warned the self-righteous Pharisees about 

cleaning the cup and whitewashing tombs so they looked good on the outside. But they ignored the inside – the 

attitudes of their heart. “In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 

are full of hypocrisy and wickedness” (Matthew 23:25-28). Are our hearts pure? Or are we simply putting a 

shiny veneer on a sinful heart. We need to stop working on our image and start working on our heart! 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 5 


