
NOT FINISHING THE JOB 

Tuesday, June 29 

Reading: Judges 1:1 – 2:5 
 

Luke 22:3  Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4  And Judas went to the chief 
priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5  They 
were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6  He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand 
Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 

 

Judges begins with the second phase of the conquest of Canaan. Under the leadership of Joshua, 

the large pockets of heathen people had been removed from the land. Now it was the task of each 

of the 12 tribes to finish the job. To obey God’s command they were to drive out the remaining 

idol worshippers from Canaan.  

 

It began well as the tribe of Judah (with the help of Simeon) experienced victory (1:1-20) 

because “the Lord was with the men of Judah.” Following God’s direction, they defeated many 

of the surrounding kings and their armies. Though not commanded (or condoned) by God, the 

cutting off of Adoni-Bezek’s thumbs and big toes was recognized by the king as poetic justice as 

he had done the same to many other defeated kings (1:4-7). It was a way to make sure the person 

could never hold a weapon or stand steady in combat again. Judah’s capture of Jerusalem (1:8) 

was only temporary (see 1:21). 

 

After a good start, however, things started going wrong. Tribe after tribe fails to drive out the 

Canaanites in their territories. Instead they turn them into forced laborers – slaves (1:21-36). 

After all the years their ancestors had spent as slaves in Egypt, the Israelites had not learned their 

lesson. But now instead of being the oppressed, they have become the oppressor. This action was 

in total disobedience to God’s command. The Israelites just became too lazy to finish the job and 

took the easier way out. 

 

The angel of the Lord appears to give the people a warning. But this is no ordinary angel! In the 

Old Testament, “the angel of the Lord” is a usually a Christophany – a pre-incarnation 

appearance of the second Person of the Trinity. Christ will appear in this way several times in the 

book of Judges.  

 

The Israelites are reminded of how God had delivered them from Egypt and made a covenant 

with them. God promised never to break His covenant and they had promised not to make 

covenants (or agreements) with the people of the land. However, the Israelites had broken their 

promise. Though God will not break His covenant with them, He will no longer drive out their 

enemies as He had done before. They will remain in the land and become “traps” and “snares” 

for Israel. These words literally mean they will be ‘thorns in your side” and “bait to lure you into 

their trap.”  

 

The Israelites responded with weeping (Bokim means ‘weepers’) and offering sacrifices. But 

there is no mention of repentance. They continue to do what they had been doing, allowing the 

idol worshiping people to remain among them and influence them. 

 

Do you have any unfinished business? Is there something God has called you to do that has been 

left undone? As Israel discovered, partial obedience is the same as disobedience. We need to 

finish what we have started! 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 40-44; Romans 15 


