
JONAH: RUNAWAY PROPHET 

Monday, June 29 

Reading: Jonah 1-4 
 

Jonah 4:1  But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2  He prayed to the LORD,  

“Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to  

Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love,  

a God who relents from sending calamity. 11  [The Lord said,] And should I not have concern for the  

great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot  

tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 
 

Anyone who has gone to Sunday School remembers the story of Jonah and the whale (actually 

the book calls it a ‘great fish’, not a whale). It is the story of a prophet who did not want to do 

what God had called him to do. The only other Old Testament reference we have to Jonah is 

found in 2 Kings 14:25. There we learn that Jonah is from Gath Hepher in northern Galilee and 

that he prophesied an expansion of Israel’s territory under Jereboam II. This makes Jonah a 

contemporary of Hosea and Amos. Assyria was in a period of decline but were still vicious 

enemies of Israel. They would later grow in power and wipe out the northern kingdom of Israel. 

 

AUTHOR: Though not stated in the book, it is usually assumed that Jonah is the author of the 

book that bears his name. There is much personal information and details that would be known 

only the Jonah himself. 

 

OUTLINE OF JONAH: 

Jonah Running Away From God   Jonah 1 

Jonah Running To God    Jonah 2 

Jonah Running With God    Jonah 3 

Jonah Running Ahead of God    Jonah 4 

 

The book of Jonah is all about God’s mercy. God showed His mercy to Jonah by giving him a 

second chance after the prophet refused God’s mission and ran the other direction. God’s mercy 

is seen in His forgiveness of the people of Nineveh when they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah. And Jonah once again receives God’s mercy when he is pouting when God spares the city 

of Nineveh. 

 

If we are honest, we must all admit that we have “run away” from God at one point or another. 

We have all disobeyed and ignored God’s call on our lives. Jonah teaches us that the Lord is God 

of the second chance. That His mercy is always reaching out to the lost and wandering, calling 

them to repentance. 

 

It is appropriate that Jesus used Jonah as an example during His earthly ministry. After all, 

Jonah’s hometown was only a short distance from Nazareth where Jesus would grow up a few 

centuries later. Jesus used Jonah’s experience as a sign of His own death and resurrection. He 

proclaimed that the people of Nineveh would condemn the people of Jesus’ day at the judgment 

because they repented at Jonah’s preaching (Matthew 12:38-41). 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 12 


