
2 KINGS: DISSECTING THE NATION 

Saturday, June 29 

Reading: 2 Kings 17:1-23 
 

2 Kings 17:15  They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their ancestors and the statutes  

he had warned them to keep. They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated  

the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, “Do not do as they do.”  
 

2 Kings 17 closes out the history of the northern kingdom of Israel. It tells us of its last king being taken 

prisoner by Shalmaneser, king of Assyria and the destruction of Samaria and the deportation of its 

people. 

 

God spells out clearly why the kingdom of Israel fell. It was because of their continual sin. Ever since 

they broke away from the house of David after the death of Solomon (1 Kings 12:1-24) they worshipped 

idols instead of the true God. They followed the wicked examples of the nations around them and even 

made up a few of their own religious perversions. They even sacrificed their children to these false gods! 

God warned them through prophets like Elijah and Elisha but they refused to turn back to God.  

 

Notice the strong words God uses in His condemnation of Israel: stiff-necked, rejected, forsook, sold 

themselves to do evil. Because of their sins and refusal to repent, God “removed them from His 

presence.” What a terrible statement! God’s protection for His people was removed and they were exiled 

from the Promised Land. And unlike the people of the southern kingdom of Judah who would return to 

the land after their captivity, the northern tribes would not be coming back. 

 

LESSON ONE: “They Followed Worthless Idols and Themselves Became Worthless.” The people of 

Israel thought they would be better off if they followed the ‘gods’ of other nations. After all aren’t many 

gods better than one God! But they learned the hard way that there is no other god. The idols they 

worshipped could not help them when trouble came. The same is true for people today. Anything that 

takes the place of God in our lives is an idol. And that idol will be worthless when we need help. The 

Hebrew word used here means ‘vanity, emptiness, and meaninglessness.’ That is what life is like if God 

is not at the center. These meaningless things or activities that we think are so important will pull us 

away from the Lord and lead to ruin. What is it that is pulling you away from the Lord? What will you 

do to stop drifting away from God and move toward a stronger relationship with Him? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Do Not Do As They Do.” Israel’s major problem was they always wanted to be like 

the other nations around them. They “imitated the nations around them.” But those nations were living 

for themselves and their own sinful desires. Israel was to live for the Lord. Many Christians today fall 

into the same trap. They want to “blend in” with the world. They are afraid if they stand up for God’s 

truth they will be seen as weird. But that is who God has called us to be – lights in the darkness. Are you 

more like the world or make like the Savior? 
 

“So that you may become blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.’ 

Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life”   (Philippians 2:15-16). 


