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HOW GREAT THOU ART 

Wednesday, June 28 

Reading: Romans 11 
 

Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable  

his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34  “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who  

has been his counselor?” 35  “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 36  For from  

him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

The story of “How Great Thou Art” began with Swedish pastor Carl Boberg who was inspired 

by the calm after a thunderstorm.  He wrote his poem in 1885 and it was quickly matched to an 

old Swedish folk tune.  It was soon translated into German (1907), Russian (1912), and later 

English (1925). The words we sing today were translated by Stuart K. Hine, a British missionary 

to Ukraine.  He reworked the poem and added his own verses, publishing them in 1949.  It was 

popularized by the Billy Graham crusades of the 1950’s, sung by George Beverly Shea. 
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As often as we sing “How Great Thou Art,” do we ever really think about what the song is 

saying?  Do we really try to understand the greatest and majesty of our God?  Have we ever been 

so overwhelmed by something God has taught us that our only response was one of praise and 

wonder?   
 

Paul has spent the last few chapters explaining the purpose of God in salvation and the plan of 

God for Israel and the Gentiles.  In this final chapter of his discussion, the apostle explains that 

God has not disowned Israel nor has He forgotten the promises He made to Abraham and his 

descendants.  While only a remnant of Israel believe today, one day the Jewish nation will 

recognize Jesus as their Messiah and turn to Him.  In the meantime, their rejection has allowed 

the Gentiles to become part of God’s chosen people. 
 

Romans 11:33-36 is laid out in poetic structure.  The amazing plan of God causes Paul to break 

out in a song of wonder.  You can feel Paul’s amazement as he begins “OHHHH…the depths of 

the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God…”  The human mind cannot comprehend the 

glory and majesty of God and His ways!  We should rejoice in this fact!  If we could fully 

understand the mind and character of God it would mean that He was just like us!  He would be 

unable to help us in our problems or offer salvation that we could never earn!  But because His 

ways are unsearchable, we can depend on Him to save and help us because He IS so much 

greater than us. 
 

Paul praises the Lord because He is the Source of all things (“from Him…are all things”), the 

Power controlling all things (“through Him…are all things”), and the Reason or Purpose for all 

things (“for Him are all things”).  No wonder Paul concludes with “To Him be the glory forever! 

Amen!”  When we realize who God really is, the only true response can be one of total 

surrender, total worship, and total wonder! 
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  See this link for the full story:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/How_Great_Thou_Art 


