
JUDGES: FROM VICTORY TO DEFEAT 

Monday, June 28 

Reading: Deuteronomy 12  
 

Deuteronomy 12:29  "When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go  
to dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in their land, 30  take heed to yourself that you are  
not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire  
after their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.' 

 

The book of Judges records the chaotic period from the death of Joshua to the time of the prophet 

Samuel (about 300-350 years). The key verse of the book is found in Judges 17:6: “In those days 

there was no king in Israel; every man did what right in his own eyes” (NKJV; also in 21:25). 

During this period the people of Israel abandoned their covenant with God and worshipped the 

idols of the nations around them. But though they had deserted Him, God did not desert His 

people. He sent enemy armies to discipline them and then sent judges to deliver them. 

 

Though a judge would sometimes rule in civil disputes, this was not their primary function. They 

were mainly military and political leaders. God would raise up a judge in a time of crisis and He 

would empower them with the Spirit to deliver His people. However, their influence usually did 

not last and the people went right back to their sinful ways after the judge was gone. 

 

The passage in Deuteronomy 12 gives us God’s instructions for how the Israelites were to deal 

with the pagan nations they encountered in the Promised Land. They were to completely destroy 

all the pagan temples and altars (12:2-4) and set up the Tabernacle in one location and everyone 

was to worship and bring their sacrifices there (12:5-14). God promised that if they would obey 

and follow Him He would drive out and destroy the pagan nations that lived in the land. But the 

Lord warned them “not to be ensnared by inquiring about their gods.” They must not worship as 

the heathen did (12:28-32). They were to do what was “good and right in the eyes of the Lord 

your God” (12:28). 

 

However the Israelites did what was right in their own eyes and did everything the Lord had 

commanded them not to do! We will see the pattern of ‘disobedience – punishment – and 

deliverance’ over and over in the book of Judges. 

 

The book of Judges shows us what people will do when they have no one to lead them – no 

godly influence in their lives. The Israelites needed a king – the right kind of king. Ultimately 

this book is a cry for Messiah the King. Only He will bring in everlasting peace and salvation. 

 

                                                               OUTLINE 

 

1:1 – 3:6      Introduction and Pattern of Decline 

3:7 – 16:31     Stories of the Judges 

17:1 – 21:25     Stories of Religious & Moral Compromise 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 35-39; Romans 14 


