
AMOS: FAMINE FOR THE WORD 

Sunday, June 28 

Reading: Amos 8-9 
 

Amos 8:11  “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “when I will send a famine through 
the land— not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.  

 

Like a basket of overripe fruit, Israel was ripe for judgment. The merchants waited impatiently 

for the festivals and Sabbaths to be over so they could open their shops and cheat the people to 

line their own pockets (8:1-7). God compares His coming judgment to an earthquake and flood 

(8:8), a solar eclipse (8:9), a funeral, (8:10) and worst of all a famine for hearing the Word of the 

Lord (8:11-12). 

 

For centuries, the people of Israel had been privileged to hear the word of God spoken by His 

prophets. But they had told the prophets to ‘shut up’ (2:12, 7:12-13). They did not want to hear 

God’s message. As part of their judgment, God would give them what they wanted. Though they 

might seek it, they would not hear the Word of God again. 

 

The people of Israel thought they were safe. After all were they not God’s chosen people. 

“Disaster will not overtake or meet us” they said (9:10). But Amos tells them there is no place to 

hide from the wrath of God (9:1-9). Yet there is a glimmer of hope. “I will destroy it from the 

face of the earth. Yet I will not totally destroy the descendants of Jacob,” declares the LORD 

(9:8). 

 

Amos closes his book by describing the future restoration of the house of David (9:11-15). God 

had made a covenant with David that one of his descendants would always sit on the throne       

(2 Samuel 7). This was a promise that Messiah would come through David’s line. Though the 

house of David might lie in ruins, God would keep His promise. The Messiah would one day 

come and regather His people! In Messiah’s kingdom, the planters would not be able to keep up 

with the harvesters and vineyards and gardens would be abundant. “I will plant Israel in their 

own land, never again to be uprooted…” (9:15). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3 to show the importance of God’s Word: “Man shall not live 

on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). Just as 

food is essential for physical life, so God’s Word is essential for our spiritual life. Without it 

we become morally and spiritually starved. Those who continually refuse to hear God’s 

Word will eventually be deprived of it. Their hearts and minds will no longer be able to 

receive the truth they have rejected for so long. How have you seen a rejection of God’s 

Word impact your life and society? How does the image of digesting food help us understand 

how God’s Word should influence our lives? 

 

2. Though God must judge sin, there is always hope. In the Bible, hope is not a wishy-washy 

wish. It is a sure confidence, a trust in God’s Word. Through Jesus Christ we have the sure 

hope of eternal life.  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 15:13) 

 


