
2 KINGS: PASSING OF A PROPHET 

Friday, June 28 

Reading: 2 Kings 13:14-21 
 

2 Kings 13:17  “Shoot!” Elisha said, and he shot. “The LORD’s arrow of victory, the arrow of victory over Aram!”  

Elisha declared. “You will completely destroy the Arameans at Aphek.” 18  Then he said, “Take the arrows,” and the  

king took them. Elisha told him, “Strike the ground.” He struck it three times and stopped…20  Elisha died and was 

buried. 
 

It has been over 40 years since Jehu destroyed the house of Ahab and became king. Elisha is now an old 

man. As he lay dying, the prophet is visited by King Jehoash, Jehu’s grandson. Although he was not a 

righteous man (see 13:11), this king does seem to respect the man of God. He calls the prophet by the 

same name Elisha had used for Elijah: “My father! My father! The chariot and horseman of Israel!” Like 

Elijah, Elisha’s ministry had shown God’s care and protection for Israel even though most of the nation 

was living in disobedience and idolatry. King Jehoash weeps over the impending death of Elisha, 

suggesting that he recognized the contribution Elisha had made to the kingdom and that his death would 

be a loss for Israel. 

 

The prophet instructs the king to shoot an arrow and proclaims it “the Lord’s arrow of victory,” a 

symbolic act to show that God would give Israel victory over their Syrian (Aram) enemies. Elijah than 

encourages the king to shoot more arrow. However the king only shoots three arrows limiting his 

victories and forfeiting complete victory over his enemies. After this Elisha dies and is buried. 

 

The final scene is both supernatural and humorous. A group of men are burying a friend when invaders 

are spotted. They throw the body of their friend into Elisha’s tomb and run for their lives. When the 

dead body touched Elisha’s bones the man came back to life. Can you image the surprise and terror of 

those men when they turn around to see their dead friend running after them calling, “Hey, wait for me!” 

I wonder if they stopped in their tracks or ran a little faster! 

 

LESSON ONE: “Lord’s Arrow of Victory.” Jehoash failed due to a lack of stepping out in faith. Elisha 

had already explained that each arrow shot represented a God-given victory over Israel’s enemies. He 

knew the significance of the arrows but still only shot three. God had promised victory - how much 

victory depended on the king’s willingness to be bold. King Jehoash should have emptied his quiver and 

claimed total victory, but he was satisfied with a mediocre success. Do we have less victory in our lives 

because we are afraid to step out boldly in faith? Are we satisfied with a few small victories instead of 

“winning the war”?  

 

LESSON TWO: “The Body Touched Elisha’s Bones.” Imagine the encouragement this miracle must 

have had on the faithful remnant of Israel. God’s presence and power did not die with His prophet. 

“Elisha was dead, but the Lord was alive and as powerful as ever. The Lord buries His workmen, but He 

carries on His work.” 
1
 The departure of a pastor or leader does not mean the end of God’s work. In fact, 

it is an opportunity to follow their faithful example and step out in faith trusting in God’s power. What 

can you do to step out in faith and see God work through you and your church family? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 37-40; Romans 13 


