
 

SHEEPOLOGY 

Wednesday, June 27 

Reading: Psalms 100 
 

Psalm 100:3  Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

 

A major image in the Bible is that of shepherds and sheep. I went to a conference recently where one of the 

speakers spoke about the need for a new study in our Christian lives. We have theology (the study of God). He 

suggested that we add another study he called “Sheepology.” 
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Three questions help us understand our relationship to the great Shepherd. 

  

 How do we view God? Psalm 100 reminds us that He is our Creator. Often our view of God is too small. We 

fail to see Him as the all-powerful Shepherd who is concerned and cares for our every need. 

 

 How does God view us? “We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.” A shepherd is always thinking about 

what is best for his sheep. He is faithful to provide them with good grass and clean water. He protects them 

from their enemies as well as from their own poor decisions. He leads them on right paths. He rescues and 

restores those who wander. He never gives up on His sheep no matter how disobedient or difficult they may 

be. This is how God sees us and shows the consistent care He longs to provide for us. 

 

 How do we view ourselves? Unfortunately, most people do not seek the Shepherd because they think they do 

not need Him. They are self-sufficient and capable of taking care of themselves. But the following 

characteristics of sheep reveal to us our true condition: (1) Sheep are creatures of habit that get easily bored 

and distracted, (2) they have an instinctive ability to make bad decisions that repeatedly puts them in difficult 

and dangerous situations, (3) they are unable to discern the good grass and water from the bad and will 

usually go after what is right in front of them even though it will hurt them or make them sick, (4) they don’t 

realize they are actually lost until it is too late, (5) they easily lose their balance and can fall into ditches from 

which they are unable to right them-selves, (6) they are prone to conflict with some “bully sheep” selfishly 

pushing the weaker ones aside in order to be first for food or drink 

 

Sound familiar? When it comes to our spiritual condition, we are all helpless but still fight the fact that we need 

a Shepherd. But “the LORD is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all 

generations.” 

 

Perhaps we all need a good dose of “Sheepology.” When we realize who we (helpless sheep in need of His 

care) and who God is (the Great Shepherd who loves and provides for us) we will get a new perspective and 

deeper love for the Lord. It will help us know how He does things and what He cares about. Then we will 

become better sheep. 
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  Lecture by Doug Greenwold @ The Institute of Biblical Context Conference “Of Shepherds, Flocks, and Kings.” June 11-13, 2018 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 22-24; Romans 11 


