
AMOS: OF PLUME LINES & PRIESTS 

Saturday, June 27 

Reading: Amos 6-7 
 

Amos 7:8  And the LORD asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” “A plumb line,” I replied. Then the Lord  

said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.  
 

The nation of Israel had become complacent (6:1-7) and full of pride (6:8-14). They lived in 

luxury, ignoring God’s warnings. Because of their pride, God would “stir up a nation” against 

them. That nation would be Assyria. 

 

To confirm this judgment, the Lord gave Amos a serious of visions. The first two consisted of 

the threat of locusts and fire (6:1-6). In both cases the prophet cried out to God and the plagues 

do not occur. The vision of the plumb line however sealed Israel’s doom (6:7-9). A plumb line 

was a string with a weight tied to the end that was used to ensure a wall was straight. God was 

measuring Israel by His holy standard and they failed. He would “spare them no longer.” Both 

their places of worship and their king and his family would be destroyed. 

 

In response to Amos’ preaching, a priest named Amaziah accuses the prophet of plotting against 

the nation and the king (6:10-17). Amaziah was not a priest of God but of the calf idol shrine in 

Bethel. He would have gotten his “salary” from the king. He sends a message to King Jeroboam 

informing him of Amos’ words. Amaziah tells Amos to go home to Judah and make his money 

by preaching there. Amos replies by saying that he is not a prophet-for-hire. He was called by 

God from his job as a shepherd to deliver this message to Israel. Despite opposition and threats, 

Amos would carry out God’s mission. He was even so bold as to pronounce God’s judgment on 

the very man who was attacking him! Amos would not be silenced. He would obey God rather 

than men. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Amos’ prayers for the people of Israel show his heart (6:1-6). He was not some vindictive 

prophet from Judah come to gloat over Israel’s demise. He cared for these people and wanted 

them to repent. Do we have care and concern for people –even people who we may not 

particularly like? 

 

2. The picture of God’s plumb line (6:7-9) reminds us that there is a standard of right and 

wrong. It is God’s standard found in His Word. The world may say there is no absolute right 

and wrong; that everyone should decide that for themselves. But they will be held 

accountable to God’s standard of righteousness whether they believe it or not! As believers, 

God has called us to live holy lives – by His standard, not the world’s standard or our own 

opinions. 

 

3. Like Amos, we can expect opposition when we live and speak for God. Those who refuse to 

live by God’s standards attack anyone who stands for God’s Word and ways. They will 

slander, ridicule, and intimidate believers to get them to be silent about their faith. It is sad 

that most American Christians are silent about their faith. Like Amos, it is God who has 

called us to share the gospel. How can we be silent? In a society that is drifting further and 

further away from God, we need to be voices crying out for people to repent and return to the 

God who loves them and died to save them. 
 


