
PURSUIT OF HOLINESS 

Tuesday, June 26 

Reading: Psalm 99 
 

Psalm 99:9  Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his holy mountain, for the LORD our God is holy. 

 

In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote the famous line that all people have been 

“endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.” The problem is that no matter how hard we strive to achieve these things, they remain elusive at 

some point, especially real happiness. A. W. Tozer, a great pastor and author of the previous century, wrote: 
 

“The true Christian ideal is not to be happy but to be holy…No man should desire to be happy who is not at the same time holy. 

He should spend his efforts in seeking to know and do the will of God, leaving to Christ the matter of how happy he shall be.” 
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To understand what it means to be holy, we must first understand what it means that “God is holy.” Psalm 99 is 

all about the holiness of God. Its three “stanzas” all end with the words “He is holy.” The word means to be 

pure, totally apart from sin. 

 

God’s holiness is seen in His sovereignty (99:1-3). He reigns over all. The earth shakes before Him and “He is 

exalted over all the nations.” His holiness should bring us to praise His “great and awesome name.” 

 

God’s holiness is seen in His justice and righteousness (99:4-5). God’s judgments are perfect. He cannot make 

mistakes or wrong decisions. His holiness should bring us to bow before His throne. 

 

God’s holiness is seen in that He hears and forgives (99:6-8). Moses, Aaron, and Samuel were men of prayer. 

When the people sinned by worshipping the Golden Calf, Moses pleaded with God to forgive them (Exo. 32-

34). Years later in his farewell address to Israel, the prophet Samuel told the people, “Far be it from me that I 

should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you” (1 Sam. 12:23). These were not perfect men; but they 

were men who strove to obey God and to worship Him. God answers the prayers of people who seek Him. 

While not “going soft” on sin, He is a God who forgives. His holiness should bring us to exalt the LORD our 

God and worship in His presence (“His holy mountain”). 

 

As we consider how completely holy our God is, we should remember His often repeated command: “Be holy 

for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7,26; 21:8; 1 Pet. 1:16). Our lives are not to be obsessed with the 

pursuit of happiness. They are to be consumed in the pursuit of holiness. We should be striving to each day 

know God more intimately and display His character more readily in our lives. We will find that true happiness 

only comes through a desire and commitment to holiness. An old children’s song says it well: 
 

Happiness is to know the Savior / Living a life within His favor / Having a change in my behavior / Happiness is the Lord 
 

Happiness is a new creation / Jesus and me in close relation / Having a part in His salvation / Happiness is the Lord 
 

 

 

1
  http://www.preceptaustin.org/holiness_quotes 

2
  “Happiness is the Lord” by Ira F. Stanphill 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 19-21; Romans 10 


