
JESUS RETURNS TO HEAVEN 

Saturday, June 26 

Reading: Luke 24:50-53 
 

Luke 24:51  While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52  Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53  And they stayed continually at the temple, 

praising God. 
 

For 40 days following the resurrection Jesus appeared to His followers on many occasions giving 

“many convincing proofs that He was alive…and spoke about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). 

But now it was time for Him to leave. Jesus took His disciples out of Jerusalem to the Mount of 

Olives (Acts 1:12) near Bethany. 

 

Jesus left them with a blessing. As He blessed them He ascended to heaven. During the previous 

40 days Jesus had simply vanished. This time the disciples saw Him leave telling them that this 

time was different. The angels who promised them Jesus would return someday confirmed this 

truth (Acts 1:9-11).  

 

Why was it important that Jesus returned to heaven?  
 

(1) To Sit at the Right Hand of God (Mark 16:19; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; 1 Peter 3:22; 

Hebrews 10:12). The right hand of God is the place of power and glory. It is the position that 

only the Son of God could take. Jesus is always pictured as ‘sitting’ at the Father’s right hand 

(except for Acts 7:56 where Stephen sees Jesus standing to welcome him home). To sit means 

that His work is done. There were no chairs in the Tabernacle because the priests work was never 

done. There was always another sacrifice to make – another job to perform. But the work of 

salvation is done. “Jesus paid it all; all to Him I owe.” 

 

(2) To Pray for Us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1). The right hand of God is the place 

of intercession. Jesus is in heaven pleading our case before the Father. Not because of what we 

have done but because of the blood He shed for us. 

 

(3) To Send the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4; John 14:16-17, 26 15:26-27; 16:7-11). Jesus 

also went away so that the Holy Spirit would come When Jesus was on earth He could only be at 

one place at one time. The Holy Spirit would be in all believers everywhere. He would indwell 

them and be with them forever. 

 

(4) To Prepare a Place for Us (John 14:1-4). We cannot imagine what this means. We get a little 

glimpse of our eternal home at the end of Revelation, but this is only a small taste of the glories 

Christ has prepared for those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:9). But we know that the greatest 

part of heaven will be eternally being with the Lord. 

 

How should we respond to these wonderful blessings because Jesus is at the right hand of the 

Father? The same way that Jesus’ disciples did! First, they WORSHIPED. Worship is not a 

means of getting blessed as much as it is a response to what God has already done! Second, they 

were filled with GREAT JOY. Do we have joy in living for Jesus? Or do we go around looking 

like we’ve sucked on sour persimmons? Third, they were CONTINUALLY PRAISING GOD in 

the temple. They shared their joy with those around them. Are you doing the same? 
 

 

 

 

 


