
AMOS: PREPARE TO MEET YOUR GOD 

Friday, June 26 

Reading: Amos 4-5 
 

Amos 4:12  “Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will do this to you, Israel, prepare 

to meet your God.” 13  He who forms the mountains, who creates the wind, and who reveals his thoughts to 

mankind, who turns dawn to darkness, and treads on the heights of the earth— the LORD God Almighty is his 

name. 
 

In chapters 4 and 5, Amos continues to number Israel’s sins and God’s judgment. The women 

live in luxury by crushing the poor and needy (4:1-3). The people distorted justice in the courts 

(5:7, 10, 12) and built their mansions and lush vineyards from illegal taxes on the poor (5:11). 

 

Their worship at Bethel modeled what had happened at Mount Sinai when Aaron made the first 

golden calf idol (Exodus 31). The people said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up 

out of Egypt.” Aaron then proclaimed “a festival to the LORD” (Exodus 31:4-5). This sin of 

combining the worship of God with an idol was now repeated at Bethel (see 1 Kings 12:25-33). 

They boasted about the sacrifices they made (4:4-5) and believed God was with them (5:14). 

God declared that He hated their festivals and offerings. Their songs were merely noise in His 

ears. Instead of this false pious worship, God required justice and righteousness (5:21-24). 

 

God had tried to get their attention through famine and drought (4:6-8), blight and plagues (4:9-

10a), and war and destruction (4:10b-11). Yet they refused to return to the Lord. In the midst of 

all this sin and gloom, God issues a call to repentance: “Seek Me and live” (5:4-6).  
 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The people of Israel were so twisted in their thinking that they were longing for the Day of 

the Lord. They believed that God’s wrath would fall on their enemies but they would be safe. 

But Amos tells them they will not escape God’s judgment (5:18-20). A brighter days would 

come for a remnant (see 9:11-15), but the nation would pay for their rebellion against God. 

Do we ever think that we can escape punishment for our sins? While Jesus paid the eternal 

penalty for our sins on the cross, there are still temporal effects. Our sin damages our 

relationship with God and with other people. But God promises forgiveness and restoration 

when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9). 

 

2. “Prepare to meet your God!” The people of Israel were trying to worship God their own way. 

Amos reminds us of three facts about displaying true faith: (1) Seek God, not Substitutes 

(5:4-5). Some people use good deeds or church attendance as substitutes for a personal 

relationship with God. What other things might people today substitute for knowing God?  

(2) Seek Good, not Evil (5:10-15). Our society today often “calls good evil and evil good” 

(Isaiah 5:20). Right and wrong have become relative based on human opinion and standards. 

How does the believer’s relationship with God affect their efforts to do good? (3) Seek 

Righteousness, not Ritual (5:21-24). The Israelites were going through the motions of 

worship but their hearts were full of evil and rebellion. Do we ever use worship practices and 

rituals as an excuse to hide what is in our hearts?  Living a consistent godly life is more 

important than merely following some religious practice. 
 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 11 


