
PROVERBS 25-29: FOCUS ON FOOLS pt 2 
Saturday, June 25 

Reading: Proverbs 26:1-12 
 

Proverbs 26:11  As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly.  
 

The 17
th

 century German poet Heinrich Heine once said, “A fool may talk, but a wise man speaks.” Solomon 

would agree with this statement.   

 

LISTENING TO A FOOL (26:2, 7, 9) – Those who refuse to live by God’s wisdom often curse those who do 

(26:2). We see this in our world today as Christians are called everything from stupid to haters for not agreeing 

with society’s views. But believers should be more concerned with God’s opinion than with the world’s. Like a 

wandering bird, the curses of the foolish cannot “come to rest” on our souls. As the false prophet Balaam 

learned, you cannot curse whom God has blessed (Numbers 22:12). Jesus said, “Blessed are you when people 

insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, 

because great is your reward in heaven…” (Matthew 5:11-12). 

 

A fool will spout their own ideas and reject God’s wisdom. Solomon likens their words to “the useless legs” of 

a lame man (26:6) and a drunkard with a thornbush (26:9). Their words are useless and dangerous. This second 

image is of a drunken person carelessly waving a thorn branch around, unaware of the damage he is inflicting 

on himself and others. So a fool cannot understand and apply truth because he has rejected the Source of truth. 

His words only hurt himself and others. Who are you listening to? 

 

TRUSTING A FOOL (26:6, 10) – When you send someone to deliver a message you are trusting them with 

your reputation. Instead of “a trustworthy messenger” who “refreshes the spirit” like a cold drink (25:13), 

trusting a fool with your words is like cutting off you own feet or drinking poison. The second picture in 

Proverbs 26:10 is hard because the Hebrew is difficult to translate. That is why there are several different 

translations depending on what Bible version you are reading. The idea seems to be that hiring a fool or 

stranger
1
 is like an archer who doesn’t pay attention where he is firing his arrow. He shoots both friend and foe. 

Likewise someone who has no regard for godly wisdom cannot be trusted to do what they are supposed to do. 

Are you reliable and trustworthy? 

 

Proverbs 26:11-12 lays out a reason and a warning regarding dealings with foolish people. First, foolish people 

never learn from their mistakes. Just as a dog goes back to consume the residue that had made it sick in the first 

place, so a fool keeps doing the same wrong things without ever learning from them. This is the reason dealing 

with those who reject God and His Word is so dangerous. 

 

But there is something that is even more dangerous than being a fool. And that is “a person wise in their own 

eyes.” Those who lean on their own understanding (3:5), who are convinced that they are right and everyone 

else is wrong, who consider everyone else a fool and they are wise – these people are blind to their need. Even 

fools may see the error of their ways and repent. The warning is to not delude ourselves into thinking we know 

all the answers. Instead we must trust in the Lord and acknowledge Him in all our ways so He can direct our 

paths (3:5-6). 

 

 
 

1
 The “passer-by” in this verse may refer back to the drunkard in verse 9 

 


