
WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

Friday, June 25 

Reading: Luke 24:44-49 
 

Luke 24:46  He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on  
the third day, 47  and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

 

The word gospel means “good news.” When Christians talk about the gospel, we are talking 

about the message of salvation through Jesus Christ. There are many distortions of the gospel 

even within the church. Some believe the gospel message is simply going to church and being a 

good person. Others say the gospel is a list of ‘do’s and don’ts’ that a person must follow. Still 

others view the gospel as merely a call to social action and ignore the necessary spiritual change. 

Some think knowing all the facts is enough but there is no applying it to their heart. Others view 

the gospel as merely a self-help program. There are elements of the gospel in some of these but 

none of them is what the gospel is really all about. 

 

In Luke 24, Jesus gives us a detailed description of what the gospel is. Notice the essentials in 

His message. 
  

(1) The message must be firmly grounded in Scripture (24:44-45). While our personal testimony 

can be useful in sharing the gospel, it is God’s Word that changes hearts and lives (Romans 

10:17). 

 

(2) The heart of the message is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (24:46). Any gospel 

message that does not have this at its heart is a false gospel.   

 

(3) The message requires a life-changing faith (24:47). Anyone who claims to be saved and yet 

lives like the rest of sinful humanity is fooling themselves. Jesus said there must be repentance - 

a turning away from sin. A person who is truly “born again” will display it by the way they live. 

Though we all stumble and sin, that will not be the consistent pattern of our lives. 

 

Too many gospel messages today try some gimmick to get people to listen. Or they take out any 

mention of sin so as not to offend their hearers. But the Bible warns us that the gospel is meant to 

offend the sinful heart (1 Corinthians 1:21-25). It is supposed to shatter the proud and self-

sufficient attitude that says “I don’t need any help!  I’m fine just the way I am!”  

 

Sharing the gospel is as simple as A-B-C-D 
 

A  - Admit that you are a sinner and cannot save yourself (Romans 3:23; 6:23) 

B  -  Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again proving He is God (Romans 10:9-10) 

C  - Confess your sin and ask Christ to forgive you (1 John 1:9) 

D  - Determine to follow Jesus for the rest of your life (1 John 2:6) 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 31-34; Romans 13 


