
AMOS: THE ‘RANCHER’ PROPHET 

Thursday, June 25 

Reading: Amos 1-3 
 

Amos 3:1  Hear this word, people of Israel, the word the LORD has spoken against you—against the  
whole family I brought up out of Egypt: 2  “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth;  
therefore I will punish you for all your sins.” 

 

The message of Amos is primarily one of judgment. He begins by briefly condemning the 

surrounding nations before zeroing in on his true target – the northern kingdom of Israel. It is 

interesting to note that the key sins mentioned in almost every judgment is the mistreatment of 

people, especially the poor. God would also charge Israel with refusing to repent and hypocrisy 

in their worship. Now judgment would fall but God would spare and restore a believing remnant. 

 

AUTHOR: Amos was not trained to be a prophet. He was a shepherd and farmer. The Hebrew 

words used imply that he was prosperous rancher who lived in Tekoa, a city about 11 miles from 

Jerusalem. Though he lived in Judah, God called Amos to deliver His message to the northern 

kingdom of Israel. He is a contemporary of Hosea and Isaiah. His ministry seems to last for only 

a short time – perhaps a year. This was a time of great prosperity and growth in Israel and Judah. 

This led to the expansion of Israel’s influence and power under Jeroboam II. It also led the 

people further from the Lord into the worship of idols (see 2 Kings 14:23-29).  

 

OUTLINE OF AMOS: 

(1) Judgments Against the Nations  Amos 1:1 – 2:5 

(2) Judgments Against Israel  Amos 2:6-16 

(3) Reasons for Judgment   Amos 3-6      

(4) Results of Judgment     Amos 7:1 – 9:10 

(5) Restoration After Judgment  Amos 9:11-15 

 

Amos begins his messages of judgment with Damascus, the capital of Syria which was far to the 

north from his hearers. With each prophecy he moves in ever-tightening circles toward Israel. 

With each judgment the people of Israel would have responded with agreement and cheers as 

their enemies (even Judah) were indicted (1:4 – 2:5). Then God shocked them by putting them at 

the center of His judgment. 

 

Like the other nations, Israel had used and abused the poor and helpless (2:6-8). They had been 

privileged to be chosen as God’s people and yet they and God were no longer walking on the 

same path (3:1-3). The following questions indicate that God has warned them over and over but 

they have ignored His word (3:4-9). God’s just judgment would now fall. Their military defenses 

will be conquered (3:10-11). The people will be taken as a lion takes a sheep and only leaves 

pieces as evidence or as thieves who rob a house and only leave a bed sheet (3:12). Their places 

of religious worship (Bethel) would be destroyed (3:13-14). Even the mansions of the rich will 

be laid waste in the wake of God’s justice (3:15). 
 

“The people of Israel no longer knew how to do what was right. The more they sinned, the 

harder it was to remember what God wanted. The same is true for us. The longer we wait to deal 

with sin, the greater the hold it has on us. Finally, we forget what it means to do right. Are you 

on the verge of forgetting?” (Life Application Study Bible. p 1441, Old Testament – Amos Chapter 3) 
 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 10 


