
PROVERBS 25-29: FOCUS ON FOOLS pt 1 

Friday, June 24 

Reading: Proverbs 26:1-12 
 

Proverbs 26:4  Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you yourself will be just like him. 5  Answer a fool  
according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes. 

 

While the fool has shown his face from time to time in this book, here we have an extended discussion on what 

to do and not do with fools. In Proverbs, a fool is a person who will not listen to or live by God’s wisdom. “The 

fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” (Psalms 14:1; 53:1). “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). 

 

HONORING A FOOL (26:1, 8) – Snow in summer and rain in harvest are both out-of-place and could be 

damaging to the crops. So giving honor to a fool is inappropriate and can cause harm. Verse 8 compares it to 

“tying a stone in a sling.” The purpose of a sling is to throw the stone. Tying the stone in the sling defeats its 

purpose and is dangerous as the stone my come back and hit the slinger! Our culture needs to learn this lesson. 

We far too often give honor to athletes, actors, musicians, and politicians. Often these people do not honor God 

with their lives and are thus not worthy of our honor and praise. Ultimately only God is worthy of honor and 

glory. We must be careful that we are looking up to and respecting people who honor God or they could have a 

damaging influence on our lives. 

 

CORRECTING A FOOL (26:3-5) – Those who do not listen to God’s wisdom will usually not listen to anyone 

else either. An ancient Jewish proverb says, “Never tell a fool that he is a fool. All you'll have is an angry 

fool.”
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 Just like animals cannot be reasoned with, so godly words have little effect on fools. A whip was used to 

spur the animal on and the bridle to control their direction. But a fool will only understand harsh correction. 

And sometimes even that goes unheeded (Proverbs 17:10). Psalm 32:8-9 reminds us that we should obey God 

because we love Him not because we “have to!” 
 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with My loving eye on you.  

Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle  

or they will not come to you. 
 

Verses 4 and 5 seem like a contradiction. But we must remember that proverbs are not hard-and-fast rules. They 

are principles of how life usually goes. When answering a fool according to his folly which approach you use 

will depend on the situation. Sometimes it is better to ignore their foolish ramblings lest you be drawn into a 

useless argument and get dragged down to the fools level. Other times we must confront their foolish talk to 

expose their pride and folly. Another consideration is the character of the fool in question. Is there a chance they 

will see the error of their ways and repent? Then by all means correct them. But if they are too closed-minded 

and set in their ways to listen, then arguing with them will lead nowhere but to trouble. We also should think 

about if the foolish talk will influence others and speak not so much to correct the fool but to share the truth 

with those who are listening. We need to depend on the Holy Spirit’s guidance to determine what is best in each 

situation.  
 

 
1
  https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/hide-and-seek/201303/top-20-fool-quotations 

  

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 2 


